THE 



FIFTH ANNUAL REPORl 

OF THE 

MIEMIC^Jf SOCIETF 

TOR 

Colonizing tf^t fm J^cople of €oIom 

OF TH E 

UNITED STATES. 



WITH AN APPENDIX. 



WASHINGTON CITY : 

PRTNTED BY PAVT? & FORCE, PENNS YT.V A '»J f -X AVF.N'lJK. 



The Fifth Annual Meeting of the America?^ 
Colonization Society, was held on Thursday, the 
7th of March, 1822, at Dr. Laurie's church, in 
the City of Washington. 

PRESENT. 

The HON. BUSHROD WASHINGTON, PresideiiL 

in the Chair. 

The minutes of the last Annua! Meetinsr were 
read and confirmed. 

The Annual Report prepared by the Manage rf? 
was read by the Secretary ; and, on motion of the 
Hon. Hugh Nelson, 

Resolved Unanimously^ 

That the Report of the Board of Directors be 
received and adopted; and that it be published 
cinder the direction of the Board. 

On the motion of £i:as B. Caldwell, Esq. 
Resolved^ 

That the thanks of this meeting be given to 
Lieut. Stockton, Commander, and the officers and 
crew of the United Stales' schooner Alligator, for 
their zeal and activity in the suppression of the 
slave-trade, and for the very essential aid render- 
ed to the Society, on the coast of Africa, 

On motion of the Hon. William D. WilliamsoUj 
Resohed^i 

That the Society contemplate, with the highest 
gratification, the benevolent exertions of our naval 



0flicers and men employed on the coast of Africa, 
in carrying into execution the laws for the sup- 
pression of the slave-trade, and for their uniform 
kindness to the Agents of the Society, and aid in 
it^ measures. 

On the motion of Francis So Key, Esq. 
Resolved^ 

That the Society entertam a high respect for 
ihe memory of the Rev. Joseph R, Andrus, Agent 
of this Society, and of Jonathan B. Winn, United 
States' Agent, who departed this life during the 
past year, and sincerely sympathize with their 
friends on this public loss : and 

On the motion of Major Johnson, it was 
Resolved Unanimously^ 

That the Officers of the Society appointed at 
the last Annual Meeting; le continued duringc the 
ensuing year. 
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REPORT. 



The Board of Managers of the American Co- 
lonization Society are thankful to that Providence 
which orders ail human events, and on which they 
have endeavoured to rely, that they are again per- 
mitted, at the close of the filth year of their la- 
bours, to address their friends and patrons in the 
language of hope and encouragement. 

This language they have ever considered them- 
selves solemnly bound to renounce whenever a fair 
experiment should have manifested the vanity of 
their pursuit. When this great plan of patriotism 
and beneficence was first presented to the public, 
all that was demanded for it was a trial, and that 
trial they determined to conduct faithfully and fair- 
ly ; and whatever might be the result, to avow and 
obey it. 

Had it been the pleasure of the Almighty to 
frown upon their efforts, and to throw irremovable 
obstacles in the path of their pursuit, they were 
prepared to check their ardour into submission, 
and to leave their countrv and a cause that so aw- 
fully concerns it, to the judgments or the mercies 
of God, still trusting that some other way of deli- 
verance would be opened before us, and wailing 
in the patience and hope of faith, for its manifesta- 
tion. 



Nor will they now be tempted by tlatteniig ap- 
pearances, to announce a final issue of decisive 
success. In detailing the proceedings of the past 
year, and exhibiting the present prospects of their 
scheme, they make no higher pretensions than that 
of having conducted their enterprise over difficuU 
ties, thought by some to be insuperable, to an emi^ 
nence which they had never before attained, en- 
titling it to higher consideration, and demanding 
for it, better hopes and greater efforts, 

A few days after the last annual meeting, the 
brig Nautilus, having on board two agents appoint- 
ed by the government of the United States, to re- 
side on the coast of Africa, and two agents of the 
Society, the Rev. Joseph R. Andrus and Mr. C. 
¥/iltberger, sailed from Norfolk for the coast of 
Africa. The same vessel likewise carried out a 
select company of black people, consisting of twen- 
ty-eight effective labourers, and a number of chil- 
dren, to recruit the party sent out under thedirec-^ 
tion of the late Rev. Samuel Bacon the preceding 
year. The agents were instructed to proceed to 
Sierra Leone and there debark the people, under 
the temporary protection of the authorities of that 
colony, which, from the amicable disposition they 
had uniformly evinced in relation to the establish- 
ment contemplated by the Society on that coast, it 
was presumed would be generously afforded. The 
temporary establishment of our ,peopIe at Sierra 
Leone had, at that time, become a measure of ne^ 
eessily ; the managers having received, shortly be 
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fore the sailing of the Nautilus, an assurance that 
the negotiations for the Bagroo territory, had en- 
, tirely failed, and thence concliuled that the cala- 
mity of the preceding year could hardly be avert- 
ed, if the people were to be again exposed in a 
state of anxious suspense, without proper accom- 
modations and superintendence, through the ap« 
proaching rsiny season. On the arrival of the 
Nautil us at Sierra Leone, on the 9th of March, 
the acting governor of that colony readily proffer- 
ed to the settlers, the protection which they soli- 
cited. An arrangement was concluded with the 
proprietors of an extensive and cultivated planta- 
tion situated on Foura Bay^ within the jurisdsctioHj 
and in the immediate vicinity of Freetown, by 
which they became possessed of every accommo- 
dation which their health and comfort required. 
Having secured a lease of this estate for an inde 
finite term, the agents had leisure deliberately to 
prosecute their inquiries and observations to differ^ 
ent parts of the coast, with a view to the selectioD 
and purchase of a territory the most advantageously 
situated for the purposes cf the settlement. To 
this objeci, therefore, their attention was immedi - 
ately directed. The negotiations which had been 
entered upon the preceding year, with the chiefs 
of the Sherbro country, and hi the pursuit of which 
a considerable amount of merchandise had been 
distributed among them in the form of prcbcnU, 
naturally Induced the agents, conformably with 
their instructions, carefully to investio-ate ibe ad- 
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vantages otfered by the acquisition of the ierriiory 
situated on the Bagroo, in a comparison with other 
situations on the coast. Their inquiries resulted 
in a full conviction of the expediency of relinquish- 
ing the pursuit of a settlement in this quarter ; 
and for reasons which, to the managers, appear 
entirely to justify the decision. 

The mortality with which our people were visi- 
ted at Campelar, in the spring of 1820, was not 
indeed, regarded as a proof of the general insalu- 
brity of the Bagroo country; but better informa" 
tion than could have been obtained before^ justified 
the impression, that even if the difficulties of re- 
conciling all the chiefs to a cession of a territory, 
could be removed, other situations upon the coast 
presented more favorable prospects* 

But there was another consideration to influence 
the agents in this abandonment of the negotiations 
at Sherbro, The proximity of the rapidly extend- 
ing settlements of the Colony of Sierra Leone, al- 
though possibly productive of some advantages to 
our establishment on the Bagroo, during its infan- 
cy,, could hardly fail in their future progress, to be 
productive to both communities, of the complicated 
evils liable to result from the interference of their 
territorial limits, and commercial pursuits. These 
consequences could hardly be averted by the ex- 
istence of the most amicable and benevolent dispo- 
sitions in the governors and intendants of the set- 
tlements : while the participation of the respective 
v^overnments in the popular animosities, an ©vent 
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but too probable, would ever be liable to blast the 
fairest hopes to which the establishments might as- 
pire. 

And if the anticipations of the managers are to 
be realized in the future expansion of settlements 
once permanently founded on that coast, the time 
is not distant, when the proximity of colonies esta- 
blished on the Sierra Leone, and the Sherbro, must 
prove a serious restraint on the territorial enlarge- 
ment of botho In yielding to the force of these 
considerations, the managers derive a satisfaction 
in perceiving, that the American agents conformed 
their conduct to the unanimous and earnest wishes 
expressed by the members of the colonial govern- 
ment of Sierra Leone ; with whom it is important 
to cultivate the most amicable and conciliatory cor- 
respondence, and whose liberal conduct towards 
lis merited such a consideration. 

In prosecuting their observations down the coast, 
our agents -were not only aided with the advice of 
the English resident officers and agents at Sierra 
Leone, but were permitted to avail themselves of 
al! the good effects of a friendly intercourse which 
they had opened with the Grand Bassa nation, by 
the negotiations of the preceding year. These 
people reside near the commencement of the Grain 
coast of Guinea, about one hundred leagues to the 
southward of Sierra Leone, and between the 5th 
and 6th degrees of North latitude. The country 
bordering on the sea, assumes a different aspect 
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ioimediately after passing Cape ?/iesarado; the 
low and marshy sea board exhibited to the norths 
ward, in a great measure disappears; the forest 
trees are more elevated, and the water, generaJly 
of a good quality. As these appearances common- 
ly indicate, in tropica! countries, the absence of the 
most formidable causes of disease, the managers 
considered themselves justified in the conciusionj 
that the healthiness of the Grain coast is equal to 
that of any other portion of Western Africa,™ 
Messrs. Andrus and Bacon, who performed the 
service of exploiing the coast, found every other 
point which they visited, either closed againt them 
by the hostility of the natives, or liable to one or 
the other of the objections already alleged against 
the Slierbro. 

The only common interest known by the natives 
of Western Africa, consists in their almost univer- 
sal participation in the practices connected with the 
acquisition and sale of slaves. Their pursuits, 
their gratifications, and nearly, their existence itself* 
seems suspended on this traffick. To this ever ac- 
tive cause of misery and crime, are the treachery 
and duplicity of tiie chiefs of Sherbro, evinced in 
the progress and issue of the unsuccessful negotia- 
tions for the Bagroo lands, to be ultimately attri- 
buted. To the prevalence of this trade, must be 
also referred the delays and repulses sustained by 
the agents in all their subsequent attempts to ob- 
■;ain from the natives^ the cession of a ieiritory to 
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be occupied by their exiled brethren. When at 
last, thej succeeded in obtaining the prornise of 
lands, they found it ahogether impossible to pre- 
vail on the native chiefs, to renounce a practice 
which constitutes at once, the strongest evidence, 
and the H orst feature of their barbarism. They ex- 
pressed the utmost wilhngness to receive the col- 
oured people of America ; but would yield to no 
persuasions, drawn either from its injustice, or its 
desolating effects, to abjure the slave trade. This 
obstacle therefore, prevented the ratification of a 
contract for a settlement in the Bassa country, the 
particulars of which, and the visit and conferences 
of the agents with the natives, it is unnecessary to 
detail As the dry season was too far advanced 
to admit of the removal of the people from Sierra 
Leone before the beginning of December, the 
agents waited the arrival of further instructions 
from the Board, which it was expected would have 
time to reach Africa befoi e that periodo The ob- 
vious course to be pursued, was accordingly indi- 
cated to them, in the instructions communicated by 
Dr. Eli Ay res, who was attached to the service of 
the Society, and sailed from the United States in 
the armed schooner Shark, Lieut. Perry, comman- 
der, in the month of July. 

Scarcely had Messrs. Andrus and Bacon re- 
turned to Sierra Leone from their visit to the 
Bassa country, when the latter, together with Mrs, 
Bacon, experienced repeated and severe attacks of 
fever, wiuch oblio;c;d them to return to the United 
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States, where they arrived about the middle of 
August 

The Rev. Joseph R. Andrus, the first agent of 
the American Colonization Society, whose devotion 
to its interests, and labours in its serv^ice, had been 
marked with singular disinterestedness and integ- 
rity, after a short illness, and when it was supposed 
lie had overcome the violence of the diseasej sud» 
denly died on the 27th ot July. 

By a subsequent communication from Mr, Chris- 
tian Wiltberger, was, shortly afterwards, announc- 
ed the afflictive tidings of the death of Jonathan 
Winn, Esq. the agent of the government, on the 
25th of August ; which was followed by the death 
of Mrs. Wimi, on the 3 1st of the same month.— 
The ftdeiity and zeal evinced by these meritorious 
and respected individuals, during the period of their 
connexion with the servicej in which they were so 
soon called to surrender, with the attractions of 
i^ountry, and of christian society, their valuable 
jives, demand from the managers an honourable 
mention^ and from all the friends of the cause, a 
grateful and cherished recollection. 

This loss of persons so devoted to the causes 
at the very period when the welfare of the settle- 
ment appeared most deeply concerned in their pre- 
servation, forms a melancholy supplement to the 
scenes of the preceding yean 

It is a circumstance which the managers are dis- 
posed to refer to the special direction and goodness 
•of a divine Providence^ that Dr. E, Ayres^ a medical 
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gentleman believed to be possessed of ever j quali- 
fication fitting him for the trust reposed in him* 
should have offered his services to the Board, and 
sailed for the coast of Africa at so seasonable a 
juncture. They are obliged likewise^ to advert 
with gratitude, to the intelligence lately received 
from that country, that, among nearly one hundred 
black and coloured people, the natives of America* 
now on the coast, some of whom have been expos- 
ed to the effects of two rainy seasons^ not more 
than four deaths have occurred during the hsi 
year ; and of those, only one is [ roperly attribu- 
table to the climate, exhibiting no greater average 
mortality than in many parts of our own country* 
Besides several other extraordinary causes of sick- 
ness, necessarily arising out of their exposed cir- 
cumstances, it deserves to be considered that until 
the arrival of Dr, Ayresj the people had not en- 
joyed the regular attendance of a physician,. 

From a comparison of the deaths occurring 
among the white and black classes of the popula- 
tioo of Sierra Leone, respectively, with the mor- 
tality experienced by the corresponding classes of 
emigrants from America, the conclusion appears t<s^ 
be aiithorlzed,that the climate is much less noxious 
to the black people, although the natives of tempe- 
rate countries, than to the whites. The result of 
all the experience hitherto had of the African cli- 
mate, goes directly to establish the conclusion, that 
li is not materially unfavourable to the health o( 
mlotrml peopk emigrating to Africa from. <nmmtnm 



situated in the latitude of the northern States of 
America, or even in that of IVova Scotia and Great 
Britain ; and that the natives of the rniddie and 
southern States may sustain the transition, with lit- 
tle danger arising from the change of climate. 

The small number of deaths which have occur» 
red among the coloured people, and tlieir general 
heahh since their removal from Campelar. confirms 
the opinion expressed in the last annual report of 
the Board, that much of the sickness and morta- 
lity experienced at that place, was caused bj cir-* 
cumstances of a peculiar character.* 

Shortly after the arrival of Dr. Ayres, he pre«- 
pared agreeably to his instructions, to avail him- 
self of an opportunity expected to be ofl'ered bj 
Lieut. Stockton of the Alligator, to explore the 
coast and select and purchase a territory : and ac- 
cordingly leaving the people at Foura Bay, and 
the affairs of the Society in the care of Mr. Wilt«« 
berger, he accompanied Lieut. Stockton and sai^ 
ed down the coast from Sierra Leone on the 6th 
of December, in the schooner Augusta. 

On the 11th they anchored in Mesurado Bay^ 
and the appearance of the the coast confirming the 
favorable accounts they had received of it, they 
determined to land and attempt a negotiation* 

They obtained an interview viitb. the king, and 
after many difficulties, their perseverance afid ad- 
dress succeeded : and on the 15tii of December^; 
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a contract for the p»irchase of a territory was drawo 
up and executed with the usual solemnities, whichg 
together with the letters of Lieut, Stockton and 
Dr. Ajres, relating to the progress and issue of the 
negotiations, appears in the Appendix.^ These 
letters will show how greatly the Society is indebt- 
ed to the judgment and zeal of Lieut* Stockton, 
for an acquisition, of the value and eligibility of 
which, the concurrence of his opinion gives every 
confidence. 

Dr. Ayres immediately afterwards, returned to 
Sierra Leone, intending to remove the people and 
stores to Mesurado as soon as practicable. 

The part of Africa thus selected, and ( it is 
hoped ) by this time, occupied by our people, has 
always been represented as possessing great ad- 
vantages for a settlement. The land purchased 
appears to include the whole Cape, with the mouthy 
and a considerable extent of the river. 

This river empties itself into the Atlantic^ and 
is in leng:lh about three hundred miles, bein^- the 
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largest African river between the Rio Grande to 
the Norths and the Congo to the Souths Its head 
waters are near those of the Niger and the Gam- 
bia, both of which rise on the north-east, side of 
the same chain of mountains. Lieot» Stockton 
considers this station not only important for the 
relief and refreshment of our vessels of war cruiz*' 
mg 00 the African coast, but as affording the 8am<^-^ 
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iuciHties to Our me reliant in en engaged in the East 
India trade. To these advantages may be also 
added, besides those connected with the imme- 
diate object of the Society, another of still greater 
interest. Such a settlement as we trust this is des- 
tined soon to become, cannot fail of producing aft 
immediate and decisive efiect upon that trade that 
stil! preys upon Africa, and still disgraces the 
civilized nations of the world* What Sierra Leone 
has done and is doing, may confidently be expected 
in every similar estabiishment on the coast. Vv hat 
has been there done who can sufficiently estimate ? 
We may indeed there see a colony of free blacks, 
increasing in numbers, intelligence and respecta- 
hWity — We may there see a still more interesting 
spectacle in the thousands of victims rescued from 
chains and tortures; once ignorant barbarians, 
now instructed and devout converts to the chris- 
tian faith, manifesting in the simple piety of their 
characters, the reality of that faith, and giving a 
lesson of humility and reproof to christians inherit- 
ing the best privileges in the most favoured coun- 
tries. These are great effects, demanding our 
praise and thankfulness. But Sierra Leone has 
repaid Africa with still greater blessings : her ex- 
ample, her influencej and efforts have given peace 
and security to the neighbouring coast: and who 
can estimate the extent of misery prevented, and 
of happiness conferred, to a population delivered 
^rom all the horrors of the slave trade ? Every 
year the limits of this beneficence are extending. 



19 



and the cheering rays of her light dispelling a 
wider portion of the moral darkness that surrounds 
her. And is it unreasonable to rejoice that ano- 
ther rampart is to be raised against the power of 
the Spoiler, that another light is to arise and shine 
upon this benighted continent ? or to expect that 
He who is thus blessing one such labour with suc- 
cess, will give his help and favour to another ? 

We havCr unfortunately, in our country ample 
materials for the rapid growth of such a colony, 
and greatly does it concern us so to apply them. 
There is in Africa an abundant and almost spon- 
taneous production of the necessaries of life. Her 
desolated fields call for inhabitants. We cannot 
fail to see^ in these circumstances, every evidence 
to assure us that an establishment of free people 
of colour from our country upon the coast of Afri- 
ca, will increase with no common celerity, and ex~ 
ert no ordinary influence in redeeming the land of 
iheir fore-fathers from its present degradation.-- 
Whether the slave trade will ever be entirely aban- 
doned without the aid of such settlements may be 
questioned ; but that they afford a most powerful 
means for the accomplishment of such an objectj 
esperience places beyond doubt 

The seriouss »nd hitherto, but too effectual 
obstacles thrown in the way of the Society's be- 
nevolent measures in Africa, by the protracted ex- 
istence of the slave trade^ have continued lo keep 
avr'ake in the managers, a lively interest in v/hat" 
ever relates to the suppression of so great an evil 
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Great Britain stiil continues active so this work, 
both by the negotiations of her cabinet, and the 
operations of her naval commanders and appar- 
ently with perfect sincerity, and a very encouragjing 
share of sncxess. Since the last annual meeting of 
the Society, a principal object of her negotiations 
with the government of the United States, has been 
to effect with the latter an arrangement, by which 
the most entire concert of action should be esta- 
blished between the public vessels of both nations, 

m 

on those parts of the ocean, over which this trade :s 
principally carried on. The committee on the slave- 
trade, shortly before the termination of the last 
session of Congress, presented in the House of 
Representatives, a report, in which the necessity 
and propriety of such an arrangement were shewn 
by conclusive arguments, and a recommendation to 
that effect, strenuously urged* The Board regret 
that, owing to the advanced period of the session, 
this interesting report could not be called up before 
its close. 

This delay afforded the managers, the opportu- 
nity of interposing a memorial on the subject of 
the slave-trade ; in which all the necessary infor- 
mation in their power to furnish, has been detail- 
ed,! They have likewise received assurances 
from diiferent parts of the Union, of the readiness 
of influential individuals and associations, to concur 
with them in their object. It is confidently hp 

* See Appendix* No. I. 
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Hewed that the co-operation of Great Britaiis, 
Fiance and America, in measures of suitable ener- 
gy, for a very moderate period, could not fail to 
remove so great a reproach from the civilized 
world, lo this conclusion the managers are con- 
firmed by the extraordinary change which has been 
wrought in the maimer of conducting the trade 
since the appearance of an American naval force 
on the coast of Africa* Until the beginning of 
the year 1820, a large share of this trade was 
covered by the American flag, and a large propor- 
tion of it was owned by American citizens. But 
at present, alter a lapse of two years, the Ameri- 
can flag has nearly disappeared, and the number 
of ships owned by Americans has greatly dmiin- 
ished, and wholly, in consequence of the occasional 
visits of a ship of war to that coast, and the nas- 
-aage of the law of the 15th of May, 1820, declar- 
ing the crime to be a species of piracy, and pun- 
ishable as that offence« Lieutenants Perry and 
aStocktoD, who have both lately cruised opoo t!ie 
African coast, agree in representing the slavc-siiips 
as now using, almost exclusively the flag of France. 
That nation has joined in the general denunciation 
of the slave trade, aud has prohibited their sub- 
jects to engage in it, Tnat her law is disregard 
ed is obvious : and now that the t is apparent^ 
it may surely be expected, that r egard to her 
own dignity, and consisteacy with pledged e.ii- 
gagements, will induce her to un.< ^ith England 
and America in some system of ;ert by which 
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this last refuge may be taken irom these persever- 
ing adventurers. If our government shall confer 
(as we trust will be done,) with that of France 
upon this subject^ we have reason to hope that a 
sufficient and honourable arrangement will be 
adopted. 

In the last Report, the Board of Managers had 
the pleasure to refer to the decision of Judge Van 
Ness, in the case of the Plattsburg : they have now 
the high gratification of recording, to the honor 
of our judicial tribunals, another decision still more 
important The case of the Jeune Eugenie, with 
extracts from the able opinion of the Circuit Court, 
and references to the authorities on which it relies, 
will be found in the Appendix.* A Court possess- 
ing warm feelings in favour of liberty and human- 
ity, may be supposed, mnder such an influence, 
to have sought for new principles to justify a judg- 
ment which pronounces that the common usage 
and understanding of nations no longer legalizes a 
crime, which had once, to the disgrace of mankind, 
mch a sanction : That the solemn acts and de- 
clarations of nations denouncing the slave-trade to 
be inhuman and illegal, tear away from the sub- 
jects of those nations, the shelter of their protec- 
tion, and allow them no longer to plead in justifi- 
cation of crime, the crime of nations. 

But it will be found that this decision is not only 
supported by the justest principles, but by the au- 
thority of the Drevious decisions of tribunals 

* Sec Appendix/^No. ViL 



titled to and receiving universal respect. Thi.^ 
nation itself has submitted, in the case of her own 
citizens, to such a decision, and therefore, only pro- 
nounces the law as she has herself assented to it. 
Nor have we ever learned that the British decisions 
alluded to have been complained of by any nation. 
Nor can it be reasonably expected that any Gov- 
ernment which has joined in the denunciation of 
this trade, and forbidden it to her subjects, can 
seriously object to the course pursued in relation 
to this vessel, which leaves to her own determin- 
ation, this violation of her own la\^S5 and of the 
common rights of nations. 

The consequences of this decision upon the con- 
Imuance of the siave-trade, are important If our 
ships of war and those of England were to be res- 
trained from examining slave-ships, under the flags 
of nations who have prohibited the trade, and 
bringing them in for adjudication where there 
were reasonable doubts of their national charac* 
ter, then it is plain that the only point to which all 
our laws and efforts have yet pressed these viola- 
tors of humanity, is to a mere change of outward 
character, and that the only inconveoience to 
which they are exposed, is that of changing theii,' 
flag. 

The Board have received, since the last annual 
meeting, from individuals of very respectable qua- 
lifications, an ofier of their services in any useful 
capacity on the coast of Africa : of one only of 
which, that of Dr. Ayres, have they yet judged it 
necessary to avail themselves. 
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One hundred black persons in the City of Phi- 
ladelphSa, have expressed their desire to remove 
to Africa; and been recommended, on respectable 
authority to the patronage of the Society. Seven- 
ty-nine individuals have communicated the same 
request through the Auxiliary Society of New- 
York. A considerable number have likewise of- 
fered themselves to the Society, from the Cily of 
Baltimore, from Richmond, Petersburgh, and Nor« 
folk, and from the eastern shore of Maryland^ 
with the addition of families and individuals from 
various parts of the United States, 

The Board continue to receive additional proofs 
of the existence of a disposition in many extensive 
proprietors of slaves, in different parts of the Unit* 
ed States, to liberate and aid them in returning 
to A^frica at the earliest oeriod at which the set* 
tlement will be in a state to receive them * 

The funds of the Society derived from the annua! 
subscription of the members, from the donations of 
individuals, and the contributions of auxiliaries, 
have, during the past year, proved sufficient to 
meet the necessary disbursements. But as a junC" 
tare has now arrived, when the sphere of the So- 
ciety's operations abroad, must be extended to 
embrace the great objects of its institution, a pro- 
portionate increase of funds will be indispensably 
necessary. And now that the work is comraenced, 
they trust that their friends will perceive the ar- 
rival of a crisis in their affairs, requiring all their 

* See Appendis^ Noa VTJT. 



eftbrts. Success now seeois to depend upon the 
operatioos of the present year, and means must be 
iurnished to make them effectual, or the opportu- 
nity, and perhaps also the object, maj be lost. On 
the eftident and persevering efforts of its auxiharies 
an(J friends, the Society must now, under the bless- 
iufx of heaven, place its dependence; And the Board 
of Managers may avail themselves of this occa- 
sion to render their acknowledgments for the im« 
portarii aid this institution has already derived 
from their zealous Co-operation and respectfully 
to solicit their attention to their present request. 

This Society was told, at its commencement, bj 
those who opposed its object as chimerical, of the 
many difficulties which it would find insuperable. 
It was said the people of colour would not consent 
to such an emigration 

It is now proved that great numbers of themi 
far more than can be sent, earnestly desire it. 

It was said that the climate would destroy them= 

It is proved that the mortality, though under 
most unfavourable circumstances, has not beca 
greater among ihem^ than in many parts of our 
own country. 

It was said that the natives would not receive a 
settlements 

The experioient has proved the contrary. All 
the obstacles appear to have been overcome. 

Another, it was said, would be the want of re- 
sources. This is vet left, iiut the Board havr 
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never felt it, and wil! not now fear it Confiding 
in the liberality of their countrymen, and appeal- 
ing to theai as men and as christians -trusting 
that the Almighty prompter and promoter of bene- 
volent efforts, will eventually prosper what he has 
enjoined ; and knowing that he holds the hearts of 
all in his hands, and the v/ealth of the world at 
his disposal, it shall be their endeavour faithfully 
to direct, whatever his providence may supply, to 
the accomplishment of the views of this Society, 
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No. I. 

Eeportofthe Committee to which was referred so much of the PresideniV 
Message as relates to the Slave-Trade. Made" in the House of Repre^- 
sentatives of the United States, February 9, 1821. 

The Committee, to which is referred so much of the Presi- 
dent's mecsage as relates to the Slave-Trade, and to which 
are referred the two messages of the President, transmitting, 
in pursuance of the resolution of the House of Represen- 
tatives, of the 4th of December, a report of the Secretary 
of State, and enclosed documents, relating to the negotia- 
tion,for the suppression of the Slave-Trade, report: — 

That the Committee have deemed it advisable, previous to 
entering into a consideration of the proposed co-operation to 
exterminate the slave-trade, to take a summary review of the 
constitution and laws of the United States relating to this sub- 
ject. It will disclose the earnestness and zeal with which this 
nation has been actuated, and the laudable ambition that has 
animated her councils to take a lead in the reformation of a 
disgraceful practice, and one which is productive of so much 
human misery ; it will j by displaying the constant anxiety of 
this nation tQ suppress the African slave-trade, aiford ample 
testimony that she will be the last to persevere in measures 
wisely digested to effectuate this great and most desirable ob- 
ject, whenever such measures can be adopted in consistency 
with the leading principles of her local institutions. 

In consequence of the existence of slavery in many of {he 
States, when British colonies, the habits, and means of car- 
rying on industry, could not be suddenly changed ; and the 
constitution of the United States yielded to the provision, that 
the migration or importation of such persons as any of the 
States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be 
prohibited by the Congress prior to the year 1808. 

BvjL, long antecedent to this period, Congress legislated on 
the subject wherever its power extended, and endeavoured, 
by a system of rigorous penalties, to suppress this unnatural 
trade. 
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The act of CongreSv^ of the SSnd of March, 1794,contams 
provisions that no citizen or citizens of the United States, o r 
foreigner, or any other person coming into, or residing with- 
in the same, shall, for himself or any other person whatsoever, 
either as master, factor, or owner, build, fit, equip, load, or 
otherwise prepare, any ship or vessel within any port or place 
of the United States, nor shall cause any ship or vessel to sail 
from any port or place within the same, for the purpose oi 
carrying on any trade or traffick in slaves to any foreign coun- 
try ; or for the purpose of procuring from any foreign king- 
dom, place, or country, the inhabitants of such kingdom, place 
or country, to be transported to any foreign country, port, or 
place, whatever, to be sold or disposed of as slaves, under 
the penalty of the forfeiture of any such vessel, and of the 
pajRient of hirge sums of money by the persons offending 
aguinst the directions of the act. 

By an act of the third of April, 1798, in relation to the 
Mississippi territory, to which the constitutional provision did 
not extend, the introduction of slaves, under severe penal- 
ties, was forbidden, and every slave imported contrary to the 
iirf J was to be entitled to freedom. 

By an art of the 10th of May, 1800, the citizens or resi- 
dcuis of this country were prohibited trom holding any right 
or properly in vessels employed in transporting slaves from 
L>ne foreign country to another, on pain of forfeiting their 
rir^iit of property, and aJso dovible the value of that right in 
money, and double the value of their interest in the slaves ; 
nor were they allowed to serve on board of vessels of the 
United States employed in the transportation of slaves from 
one country to another, under the punishment of fines and 
imprisonment, nor were they permitted to serve on board of 
foreign ships employed in the slave-trade. By this act, also, 
the commissioned vessels of the United States were authoriz- 
ed to seize vessels and crews employed contrary to the act. 

By an act of the 28th of February, 1803, masters of vesseb 
were not allowed to bring into any poit (where the laws of 
the State proliibited the importation) any negro, mulatto, or 
other person of colour, not being a native, a citizen, or re. 
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gistered seaman, of the United vStiues, under the pain of 
sialties ; and no vessel^ having on board persons of the above 
description, was to be admitted to an entry ; and if any sncli 
person should be landed from on board of any vessel, the same 
was. to be forfeitedo 

■ By an act of the 2nd of March, 1807, the importation of 
slaves into any port of the United States was to be prohibited 
after the fif^t of January, 1808, the time prescribed by the 
constitutional provision. This act contains many severe pro- 
visions against any interference or participation in the slave- 
trade, such as heavy fines, long imprisonments, and the for- 
feitures of vessels ; the President was also authorized to em- 
ploy armed vessels to cruise on any part of the coast where 
he might judge attempts would be made to violate the act, and 
to instruct the commanders of armed vessels to seize, and 
bring in, vessels found on the high seas contravening the pro- 
visions of the law. 

By an act of the 20th of April, 1818, the laws, m prohibi- 
tion of the slave-trade, were further improved ; this act is 
characterized with a peculiarity of legislative precaution, es- 
pecially in the eighth section, which throws the labor of proof 
\ipon the defendant, that the coloured persons brought into 
the United vStates by. him, had not been brought in contrary 
to the laws. 

By an act of the 3d of March, 1819, the power is continued 
in the President to employ the armed ships of the United 
States, to seize, and bring into port, any vessel engaged in the 
slave^rade by citizens or residents of the United States, and 
^uch vessels, together with the^oodsand effects on board, 
are to be forfeited and sold, i\nd the proceeds to be distribute 
ed, in like manner, as is provided by law for the distribution 
of prizes taken from an enemy ; and the officers and crew 
are to undergo the punishments inn l Led by previous acts- 
The President, by this act, is authorized to malce such regiv 
lations ^md arrangements aa he may deem expedient, for the 
safe keeping, support, and removal beyond the limits of the 
United States, of all such negroes, miilattoes, or persons o-" 
colour^ asmayhf^ve be<»n Hrnn?,'bt within its jurisijiction, nnA 
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to appoint a proper person or persons residing on the coast of 
Africa, as agent or agents for receiving the negroes, muhittoes, 
or persons of colour, delivered from on board of vessels 
seized in the prosecution of the slave-trade. 

And in addition to all the aforesaid laws, the present Con- 
gress, on the 16th of May, 1820, believing that the then ex- 
isting proviiiions would not be sumciently available, enacted, 
that if any citizen of the United States, being of the crew or 
ship's company of any foreign ship or vessel, engaged in the 
slave-trade, or any person whatever, being of the crew or 
ship's company of any ship or vessel, owned in the whole, 
or in part, or navigated for^ or in behalf of, anjr citizen or citi- 
zens of the United States, shall land from any such ship or ves- 
sel, and on foreign shore seize any negro or mulatto, not held 
to service or labour, by the la ws of either of the States or Ter- 
ritories of the United States, w^ith intent to make such negro 
or mulatto a slave, or shall decoy or forcibly bring, or carry, 
or shall receive such negro or mulatto, on board any such 
ship or vessel, with intent as aforesaid, soch citizen or person 
shall be adjuged a pirate, and on conviction shall suffer deaths 
The immoral and pernicious practice of the slave-trade has 
attracted much public attention in Europe, within the last few 
years ; and, in a Congress at Vienna, on the 8th of February, 
1815, five of the principal powers, made a solemn engage- 
ment in the face of mankind, that this traffick should be made 
to cease ; in pursuance of which, these powers have enacted 
municipal laws to suppress the trade. Spain, although not a 
party to the original engagement, did soon after, in her treaty 
with England, stipulate for the immediate abolition of the 
Spanish slave-trade, to the north of the equator, and for its 
fin.il and universal abolition on the 30th of May, 3820. 

Portugal likewise, in her treaty in 1817, stipulated, that 
the Portuguese slave-trade on the coast of Africa should en- 
tirely cease to the northward of the equator, and engaged, 
tlKit it should be unlawful for her subjects to purchase or trade 
Ml slaves except to the southward of the line ; the precise pe- 
riod at which the entire abolition is to take place in Portugal 
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^loes not appear to l)e filially fixed ; but the Portuguese am- 
bassador, iti the presence of the Congress at Viezina, declar- 
ed, that Portugal, fiiithful to her principles, would not refuse 
to adopt the term of eight years, which term will expire in the 
year 1823. 

At this time, among tho European states, there is not a Sag 
which can lesally cover this iuhuman traffick to the north of the 
line : nevertheless, experience has proved the inefficacy of 
the various and rigorous laws which have been made in Eu- 
rope, and in this country ; it being a lameatabie fact, that the 
disgraceful practice is even now carried on to a surprising 
extent. During the last year, captain Trenchard, the com- 
mander of the United States* sloop of war the Cyane, found 
that part of the coast of Africa which he visited lined with 
vessels, engaged, as it is presumed, in this forbidden traffick . 
of these he examined many ; and live, which appeared to be 
fitted out on American account, he sent into the jurisdictiori 
of the United States, for adjudication ; each of them, it if? 
believed, has been condemned, and the commanders of twe 
of them have been sentenced to the punishment prescribed In 
the laws of the United States, 

The testimony recently published, with the opinion of th< 
presiding judge of the United States court of the southern 
district of the State of New- York, in the case of the schooner 
Flattsburg, lays open a scene of the gro^sesl fraud that coulu 
be practised to deceive the officers of government, and con 
ceal the unlawful transaction. 

The extension of the trade for the last 25 or 30 years nrasl 
in a degree be conjectural ; but the best information that cat> 
be obtained on the subject, furnishes good foundation to be- 
lieve, that, during that period, the number of slaves with- 
drawn from western Africa amounts to upwards of a nuHioiJ 
and a half ; the annual average would be a mean somewhere 
between fifty and eighty thousand. 

The trade .ippears to be lucrative in proportion lo its hein- 
ousness ; and, as it is generally inhibited, the unfeeiitig slave 
dealers, in order to elude the laws, increase nts horrQrs : the 
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imiQceM AiVicaiia, who are mercilessly forced from their na- 
live homes in irons, are crowded in vessels and situations 
n liich are not adapted for the transportation of human beings ; 
und this cruelty is frequently succeeded, during the voyage 
of their destination, with dreadful mortality. Further infor- 
mation on this subject will appear in a letter from the Secre* 
tar}- of the Navy, enclosing two other letters, marked 1, and 
2, and also by the extract of a letter from m officer of. the 
Cyane, dated April 10, 1820, which are annexed to this report. 
VVhile the slave-trade exists, there can be no prospect of ci- 
vilization in Africa. 

However well disposed the European Powers may be, to 
effect a practical abolition of the trade, it seems generally ac- 
knowledged, that, for the attainment of this object, it is ne- 
cessary to agree upon some concerted plan of co-operation : 
but, unhappily, no arrangement has yet obtained universal 
consent. 

England has recently engaged in treaties with Spain, Portu- 
gal, and the Netherlands, in which the mutual right of visita- 
tion and search is exchanged ; this right is of a special and 
limited character, as well in relation to the number and des- 
cription of vessels, as to space ; and, to avoid possible incon- 
veniences, no suspicious circumstances are to warrant the de- 
tention of a vessel ; this right is restricted to the simple fact 
of slaves being on board. 

These treaties contemplate the establishment of mixed courts, 
formed of an equal number of individuals of the two contract- 
ing nations, the one to reside in a possession belonging to hi? 
Britannic majesty, the other within the territory of the other 
respective powers ; when a vessel is visited and detained, it 
is to be taken to the nearest court, and if condemned, the ves- 
sel is to be declared a lawful prize, as well as the cargo, and 
are to be sold for the profit of the two nations ; the slaves are 
to receive a certificate of emancipation, and to be delivered 
over to the government on whose territory the court is which 
passes sentence, to be employed as servants or free labourers; 
each of the governments binds itself to guaranty the Uberty 



of such portions of these individuais as may be respect veiy 
assigned to it. Particular provisions are made for remunera- 
tion, ill case vessels are not condemned after trial ; and spe 
ciai instructions are stipulated to be furnished to commanders 
of vessels possessing?; the qualified right of visitation and ^■ i^^xb. 

These Powers entertain the opinion, that nothing short of 
the concession of a qualified right of visitation and search can 
practically siippress^the slave-trade ; an association of armed 
ships is contemplated, to form a species of naval police, to be 
stationed principally in the African seas, where the comman- 
ders of the ships will be enabkd to co-operate in harmony 
and concert. 

The United States has been earnestly invited by the princi- 
pal Secretary of State for foreign affairs, of the British go- 
vernment, to join in the same, or similar arrangements ; and 
this invitation has been sanctioned and enforced, by an unani- 
mous vote of the House of Lords and Commons, in a manner 
that precludes all doubts as to the sincerity and benevolence 
of their designs. 

In answer to this invitation, the President of the United 
States has expressed his regret that the stipulations in the 
treaties communicated, are of a character to which the pecu- 
liar situation and institutions of the United States do not per- 
mit them to accede. 

The objections made are contained in an extract of a letter 
from the Secretarv of State, under date of the 2d of Novem-' 
ber, 1818 ; in which it is observed, that, in examining tlic 
'* provisions of the treaties communicated by lord Castlereagh, 
" all the essential articles appear to be of a character not 
adaptable to the institutions, or to the circumstances, of the 
^' United States. The powers agreed to be reciprocally given 
to the officers of the ships of war of either party, to enter^ 
search, capture, and carry into port for adjudication, the 
merchant vessels of the other, however qualified and res- 
" tricted, is most essentially connected with the institution, by 
each treaty, of two mixed courts, one of which is to reside in 
the external or colonial possessions of each of the two p;;-!\ 



' ties respectively. This part of the s^tjieui is indispensable 

* to give it that character of reciprocity, without which the 
' right granted to the armed ships of one nation, to search the 
' merchant vessels of another, would be rather a mark of 
' vassalage than of independence. But to this part of the sys- 

* tem the United States, having no colonies either on the 
'coast of Africa, or in the West-indies, cannot give effect. 
' That, by the constitution ol the United States, it is provided, 
^ that the judicial power of the United States, shall be vested 
' in a supreme court, and in such inferior courts as the Con- 
^ gress I aay, from time to time, ordain and establish. It pro- 
' vides that the judges of these courts shall hold their offices 
^ during good behaviour; and that they shall be removable by 
' impeachment, on conviction of crimes and misdemeanors. 
' There may be doubts whether the power of the government 
' of the United vStates is competent to institute a court for 

carrying into execution their penal statutes beyond the ter- 
ritories of the United States — a court consisting partly of 

* foreign judges, not amenable to impeachment for corrup- 

* tion, and deciding upon statutes of the United States with- 
■ out appeal. 

*' That the dispos&l of the negroes found on board of the 
' slave-tradiog vessels, which might be condemned by the 
' sentence of these mixed courts, cannot be carried into ef- 
' feet by the United States ; for, if the slaves of vessels con- 
' demned by the mixed courts, should be delivered over to 
' the government otthe United States as freemen, they could 

riot, but by their own consent, be employed as servants or 
' free labourers. The condition of the blacks, being, in this 

Union, regulated by the municipal laws of the separate States. 
' the government of the United States can neither guaranty 
' their liberty in the States where they could only be receiv- 

* ed as slaves, nor control them in the States w here they 
« would be recognised as free. That the admission of a right 
' in the officers of foreign ships ol war, to enter and search 
' the vessels of the United States in time of peace, under any 
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' circumstances whatever, wouM meet with universal repug- 
" nance in the puhlic opinion of the country ; that there would 
" be no prospect of a ratification, by the advice and consent of 
the Senate, to any stipulation of that nature ; that the search 
by foreign officers even in time of war is so obnoxious to 
the feeling and recollections of this country, that nothing 
" could reconcile them to the extension of it, however quali- 
" fied or restricted, to a time of peace ; and that it would be 
" viewed in a still more aggravated light, if, as in the treaty* 
" with the Netherlands, connected^ with a formal admission 
" that even vessels under convoy of ships of war of their own 
"nation, should be liable to search by the ships of war of 
" another." 

The Committee will observe, in the first instance, that a 
mutual right of search appears to be indispensable to the great 
object of abolition ; for, while flags remain as a cover for this 
traffick, against the right of search by any vessels except of the 
same nation, the chance of detection will be much less than 
it would be if the right of search was extended to vessels of 
other powers ; and as soon as any one nation should cease to 
be vigilant in the discovery of infractions practised on its own 
code, the slave-dealers would avail themselves of a system of 
obtaining fraudulent papers, and concealing the real owner- 
ship under the cover of such flags ; which would be carried 
on with such address, as to render it easy for the citizens or 
subjects of one State, to evade their own municipal laws : but 
if a concerted system existed, and a qualified right of mutual 
search was granted, the apprehension of these piratical offen- 
ders would be reduced to a much greater certainty ; and the 
very knowledge of the existence of an active and vigorous 
system of co-operation would divert m^^ny from this traffick, as 
the unlawful trade would become too hazardous for profitable 
speculation. 

In relation to any inconveniences that might result from 
such an arrangement, the commerce of the United States is 
so limited on the African coast, that it could not be much af- 
fected by it J and, as it regards economy, the expense of sta- 
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tioning a few vessels on that coast would not be much greater 
than to maintain them at any other place. 

Tiie Committee have briefly noticed the practical results of 
a reciprocal right of search, as it bears on the slave-trade ; 
but the objection as to the propriety of ceding this right re- 
nmins. It is with deference that the Committee undertake 
to make any remarks upon it ; they bear in recollection the 
opinions entertained in this country, on the practice of search- 
ing neutral vessels in time of war ; but they cannot perceive 
that the right under discussion is, in principle, allied in any 
degree co the general question of search ; it can involve no 
commitment, nor is susceptible of any unfavourable inference 
on that subject ; and even if there were any affinity between 
the cases, the necessity of a special agreement would be in- 
consistent with the idea of existing rights : the proposal itself, 
in the manner made, is a total abandonment on the part of 
England, of any claim to visit and search vessels in a time of 
peace, and this question has been unequivocally decided in 
the negative in her admiralty courts. 

Although it is not among the objections that the desired ar- 
rangement would giye any colour to a claim or right of search 
in time of peace, yet, lest the case in this respect may be pre- 
judicial in the minds of any, the Committee will observe, that 
the right of search, in time of peace, is one that is not claim- 
ed by any Power as a part of the law of nations ; no nation 
pretends that it can exercise the right of visitation and search 
upon the common and unappropriated parts of the sea, except 
upon the belligerent claim. A recent decision in the British 
admiralty court, in the case of the French slave ship Le Louis, 
is clear and decisive on this point. The case is annexed to 
this report. 

!n regard then to the reciprocal right wished to be ceded, 
it is reduced to the simple inquiry whether, in practice, it will 
be benehciai to the two contracting nations. Its exercise, so 
far as it relates to the detention of vessels, as it is confined to 
\lie fact of slaves being actually on board, precludes almosl 
the possibility of accident or much inconvenience. 
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In relation also lo the disposal of the vessels and slaves dc- 
iained, an arrangement perhaps could be effected, so as to de- 
liver them up to the vessels of the nation to which the detain- 
ed vessel should belong. Under such an understanding, the 
vessels and slaves delivered to the jurisdiction of the United 
States might be disposed of in conformity with the provisions 
of our own act of the 3d of March, 1819 ; and an arrange^ 
ment of this kind would be free from any of the other objec» 
tions. 

An exchange of the right of search, limited in duration, of 
to continue at pleasure, for the sake of experiment, might, it 
is anxiously hoped, be so restricted to vessels and seas, and 
with such civil and harmonious stipulations^ as not to be unac- 
ceptable. 

The feelings of this country on the general q^jestion of 
aearch have often been roused to a degree of excitement that 
evince their unchangeable character ; but the American peo- 
ple will readily see the distinction between the cases ; the one 
in its exercise to the extent claimed will ever produce irrita- 
tions and excite a patriotic spirit of resistance ; the other is 
amicable and charitable ; the justness and nobleness of the 
undertaking are worthy of the combined concern of Christian 
nations. 

The detestable crime of kidnapping the unoffending inhabi- 
tants of one country, and chaining them to slavery in another, 
is marked with all the atrociousness of piracy ; and, as such, 
it is stigmatized and punishable by our own laws. 

To efface this reproachful stain from the character of civil- 
ized mankind, would be the proudest triumph that could be 
achieved in the cause of humanity. On this subject the Unit- 
ed States having led the way, ow^e it to themselves to give their 
influence and cordial co-operation to any measure that will 
accomplish the great and good purpose ; but this happy re- 
sult, experience has demonstrated, cannot be realized b}'^ :my 
system, except a concession by the maritime powers to each 
other's ships of war, of a qualilied right of search ; if this 
f»Vneci was generally attained, it is confidently believed that 
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the active exertions of even a few iiaijoiis would be stxfEcietil 
entirely to suppress the shive-trade. 

The slave-dea!er8 could be successfully assailed on the 
coast upon which the trade originates, as they must necessari- 
ly consume more time in the collection and embarkation of 
their cargoes, than in the subsequent distribution in the mar- 
kets for which they are destined ; this renders that coast the 
most advantageous position for their apprehension ; and, be- 
sides, the African coast frequented by the slave-ships, is in- 
dented with so few commodious or accessible harbours, that, 
notwithstanding its great extent, it could be guarded by the 
vigilance of a small number of cruisers. But; if the slave-- 
ships are permitted to escape from the African coast, and to 
be dispersed to different parts of the world, their capture 
would be rendered uncertain and hopeless. 

The Committee, after much reflection, offer the following 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of llmerica in Congress assembled. That the Pre^ 
sident of the United States be requested to enter into such ar- 
rangemeats as he may deem suitable and proper, with one or 
more of the maritime powers of Europe, for the eifectuaj 
abolition of the slave-trade. 

No. IL 

Memorial op the American Colonizattow J^ociety. 

Presented February 6, 1822. 

To the Honourable the Senate and House of Representatives of the 

United States of America: 

The Memorial of the President and Board of Managers of 
the American Colonization Society, most respectfully repre- 
sents— 

That, having in two former memorials taken the liberty to 
vecommend to the patronage of the American Legishturs the 
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npecirib objects of (heir Association, they beg leave, on tbe 
present occasion, to ascend to a subject of more general ia- 
terest, on which, it is hardly possible that their own feelings 
should have led tiiem to the adoption of sentiments, in which 
the enlightened Representation of a free and christian Re- 
public, should not be prepared fully to concur. The pro- 
priety of this remark, must be felt when they revert to the 
African Slave-trade— a trade, the continuance of which, it is 
true, would throw a difficulty, perhaps insurmountable, in the 
way of your memorialists 5 but would also evidently prove 
destructive to the general interest, and disgraceful to the cha- 
racter of our Country, In offering those representations, 
which the present state of this trade seems to require, they 
desire, therefore, to appear before the Supreme Legislative 
Council of their Country, in no other character than simply 
that of an Association of American Citizens, and to recommend 
the adoption of no measures for the cure of the common 
evil, with a view to render them otherwise subservient to the 
particular objects of their Institution, than as the benevolent 
policy of the American Government hitherto pursued on this 
subjectj necessarily agrees vAth the general spirit of the 
Society's plans of Colonization. 

Your Memorialists are happy in being able to state, that 
the numerous and powerful measures for suppressing ihh 
traffick, which Divine Providence has permitted his benevolcn? 
instruments, in different countries, to brino- into vifwous 
operation, afford the most solid grounds of anticipating, at no 
very distant period, its universal and llnal extinction. And 
while they devoutly acknowledge the uierclful interposition 
of Heaven, in disposing to this favourable issue, even those 
awfully afflictive political events which have recently agitated 
the world, they cannot forbear congratulating, on the animal 
ing prospect, ail the Agents in the great work, especially the 
Government under which they live, whose early example and 
consistent efforts in this cause, have contributed an import- 
ant share tovrards so desirable a consummation. They like- 
-^ri^f- derive. from Wv favourable appv"u'ranc8S ou which their 
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aniicipauon is founded, a strong motive for respectfully re- 
commending to the Congress of the United States, the adop- 
(ion of one last decisive measure for hastening an event 
which in the counsels of Providence, has been so long and so 
mysteriously delayed. That measures of the most energetic 
description are still necessary to be applied, nvjst be self-evi- 
dent, when it is considered, that the trade has already sur- 
vived the heaviest stroke which the strong arm of our oweh 
and other Governments has been able to direct against it, dur- 
ing the thirteen years that have elapsed since two of the 
most powerful nations in the world decreed its annihilation- 
So little successful had been the measures of our government 
fo effect their desires, that in the year 1017, the slave-trade 
then (as always) holding out the strongest temptations to the 
avaricious and unprincipled, appeared to have acquired new 
strength, and to be extending to every part of the Western 
Coast of Africa. To our countrymen, to the subjects of 
Prance, and to the outcasts of other nations, always regdy to 
connect themselves in any scheme, however nefarious, which 
promised profit, peculiar inducements to prosecute the trade 
we^e presented, by the protection which their flags afforded 
against search and seizure by the British Cruisers on the 
Coast. When it became known to our Government that the 
American flag was prostituted to a purpose so disgraceful, it 
was at once determined to wipe off a reproach at which the 
general voice of our countrymen had expressed their indigna- 
tion. Congress passed the law ofthe 20th of April, 1818, and 
in the next session, that of the 3rd of March, 1819. These 
laws authorized the President of the United States to employ 
an armed force on the coast of Africa ; and to establish in 
that country an agency for the purpose of receiving and ad* 
ministering to the immediate wants of such Africans as shoviU 
be liberated from captured slave-ships. 

in the execution of the Act ofthe 3rd of March, 1819, 
Agents were accordingly appointed, and the means of provid- 
ing for the immediate wants of such ofthe wretched victim:-^ 
of American rapacity as our Cruisers on thatst^.tion may del^ 
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veriVom ils fatal grasp, are now afforded, in the exncuiioii 
of these laws, much h?is been effected. But it cannot be con- 
cealed that much is yet to be done ; and that it is plain from 
the official reports of Qur own officers upon that station, that 
was the force of our Government withdrawn from the African 
Coast, a revival and extension of the trade would be the im- 
mediate consequence, demanding in that case a far larger ex- 
penditure and longer continuance of our efforts, than wdll now 
foe necessary to extinguish the trade. Upon this subject 
much interesting information has been given to our Govern « 
ment by the Naval Officers employed on the Coast, to which 
your Memorialists beg leave to subjoin the corroborative 
testimony of sir George Collier, who commands the British 
squadron cruising on the same station, and which is extracted 
from his official Report to his Government, This officer had 
been instructed to cruise on the Coast of Africa, with a view 
to the carrying into effect existing treaties, and the execution 
of the municipal laws of Great Britain, for the suppression 
of the Slave-Trade ; with special instructions, not to inter- 
fere with French or American Vessels ; but to apprise his 
Government of any instances of French or American ships 
trafficking in Slaves, that their respective Governments might 
be informed of such contravention of their own regulations. 
This officer, under date of February 14, 1820, states^ 
The flags of France and America are now generally adopt- 
ed, as the best cover of illicit slaving." On the 20th of Fe» 
bruary, 1820 he writes : " Two French vessels, and one under 
the American Pag, are at anchor between this (Sierra Leone) 
and the Gallinas. By this and other facts of a similar com- 
plexion, the lords of the admiralty will see that the slave-trade 
is not only likely to increase on this coast, but that the flag-; 
of France and America will probably, in another year, cover 
the whole line of the windward coast, and be used for the 
worat purposes." 

Under date of March 7, 1820, he states ihe circumslancosi 
of having boarded the Gazette, an American built schooner 
nnder Spanish colours, having on board P.2«=!avr»c t 1h^^ nnm 
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ber being but a litlie more than half her uitended cargo. Her 
crew was composed, as these vessels' crews invariably are, of 
amotley groupe of nearly all nations. On the 16th of April, 
1820, he further states, in his official despatch, " that swarms 
of American vessels, with (among others) French flags and pa- 
pers from Martinique, upon this coast, will best prove how 
little the consequences from detection are dreaded, and with 
what confidence and security slave-dealers, under the French 
flag, act. America has passed laws forbidding the trade by 
her subjects, and has decreed heavy punishments on those 
who shall engage in it. She has also sent an armed force to 
the coast of Africa, and this force has captured vessels, the 
property of American subjects ; still her measures are not 
yet complete, and American vessels, American subjects, and 
American capital, are unquestionably engaged in it, though 
^nder other colours and in disguise. But it may be hoped 
that tim.e will effect in America, what it has m England, a total 
discontinuance of thetraffick. as the government of America 
iippears to have engaged in its suppression with great sincer- 

it J- ■ 

From these documents, (of which your memorialists beg 
leave to refer to the originals,) it appears that no application 
of our naval force could have been more seasonable, or more 
necessary, than that authorized by the act of the 3d of March; 
1819, to be directed against the trade : 

That on the termination of the period in which the Spanish 
trade could possess a legal existence, the same adventurers, 
and many of the same ships which had claimed the character 
and protection of that nation, merely changed their national 
denomiiiaiion, by dishonestly assuming that of F ranee and the 
United States ; and persisted as formerly in the trade : 

That, of the ships' capital, and persons subsequently engag 
ed in the business, down to the present time, a great number 
Iiave been American : 

That less formality and scruple is evinced than formerly, 
in accomplif5hingthe changes of the national character of these 
3hip3 ; and that the remnant of the trade has assumed a mina 
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piratical and cruel form than it ever bore before : the flags 
and papers which the ships exhibit, scarcely affording a pre- 
sumptive indication of their true ownership and national cha- 
racter — and the same ship, on different occasions, appearing 
in a varietv of characters : — and, finally, it appears. 

That the number of ships carrying French colours, has 
multiplied to an extent altogether incredible on any other 
supposition, than that adventurers of all other nations, and 
particularly of this country, have assu!;ned a French disguise. 
It has been officially stated to oiir government, upon the most 
respectable authority , that 200,000 slaves have been carried off 
from the coast of Africa, by vessels under the French flag in 
the course of the last year. 

Your memorialists perceive, in these facts, a proof of the 
absolute inefficiency of the measures hitherto pursued by this 
country for the entire suppression of the traffick even by Ame- 
ricans, although conducted with the greatest address and 
spirit I—the force so promptly despatched, and so vigorously 
applied by the skill and bravery of our officers, having driven 
them, not from the trade, but under a safer shelter. And un- 
til France shall either employ a cruising squadron to enforce 
her own decrees, or suffer her ships to be searched, the un- 
principled adventurers of her country and ours, and of every 
other commercial state, will continue the trade under the 
shelter of her flag. 

In relation to this pc wer, your memorialists regret that 
they are obliged further to state, that although in 1818, she 
engaged to terminate the trade totally and immediately, 
yet there is incontestable evidence of a disposition even in 
some of her colonial and other officers, to whom the execu- 
tion of the royal ordinance on this subject is entrusted, to 
connive at the most open and flagrant acts of its violation, and 
to permit the adventurers in this traffick, to proceed almost 
Without molestation. On this subject your memorialists refer 
to a body of evidence contained in a late publication of the 
Mrican Institution, which is extracted from still ampler de- 
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tails hwd on the table of the British House of Commons in the 
beginning of the year 1821, and which accompanies this me- 
morial. The protection aiforded to the enterprises of Ame° 
rican citizens, by the illegal use of the French flag, appears 
io have been of much greater extent than any document? ^ 
exclusively American, are able fully to detail. Your memo- 
rialists trust that France will no longer submit to this indig- 
nity. They pretend not to say that her government has ever 
been fully apprised of the estent o^ this abuse of her flag, or, 
if so apprised, that she has not been imposed upon by the 
statements of her subordinate agents in the inquiries she has 
made upon the subject. Whatever may have been the cause 
of her apparent apathy in a concern that has aroused the feei^ 
ings and the efforts of almost all Christendom, none will re- 
joice more than your memorialists, tr hear that it has been 
such an one as sustains the honour and humanity of that na - 
tion. Of the fact, however, here averred, she can no lon2:er 
reasonably doubt, and if oilicially de lared to her by our go- 
vernment, (as the reports of our naval oiiicers will warrant,) 
and called upon in the spirit of amity to unite with us, in a 
cnanAon effort, to effect that which she has promised in the 
fr,.:e of liie world, and which, without her concurrence and 
^^lid, it iicems difficult (if not impossible) to effect, it may con-^ 
lideiitly be hoped (hat her flag will be seen with ours, no 
ionger protecting, but exterminating the remnants of this dis- 
graceful traOick. That our government has a right so to speak , 
her own dignity and interest, (apart from the considerations of 
humanity,) obviou:^iy proclaim. Her own laws against her 
own citizens cannot be enforced, without great eiTort and ex - 
pense, and along couiinuaiice of them, if another Powerwill 
continue to permit its flag to be their refuge. It should, 
moreover, be considered, that the temptations to a commerce 
^;rtiiicu on by fraud and disguises, will make a habit of illegal 
trading, than which liothing can be more immediately injurious 
to our revenue, or demoralizing to our people. Your memo ■ 
ndlist'*, therefore, camiot but hope that the wisdom of Con- 
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gress will devise some arrangement to which France and the 
Either commercial powers will readily and honourably assent, 
which shall produce an efficient and united effort to deliver 
US from those evils, Africa from its awful and desolating 
scourge, and the world from its foulest reproach. 

Recent intelligence from Africa has inforn^ied your memo- 
rialists of the acquisition, by their agent, of a territory on 
the coast, by compact with the natives, for the settlement of 
the free people of colour who have been removed by the So- 
ciety from this country, and to enable them to receive such 
as are desirous of emigrating thither, A most judicious se- 
iection, (as your memoriahsts believe,) has been made for 
this establishment ; and in preferring Cape Messurado to imy 
other point on the coast for this purpose, they have paid no 
small regard to the advantages it presented, from a convenient 
harbour and good water, as a station for the relief and refresh- 
ment of our vessels of war, and as affording many facilities 
to the present operations and views of the government on that 
coast. 

Your memoriahsts have heretofore represented the great 
importance of forming such establishments, both for the pur- 
pose of relieving our own country from a vast and increasing 
evil, and also to facilitate the total suppression of the African 
slave-trade* 

All who are conversant upon this subject, have agreed m 
the opinion, that it is by operating upon the coast, and among 
the natives, introducing civilization and the useful arts cunGm 
them, and an honest and beneficial commerce, that the slave- 
trade will be most speedily and effe'ctually extirpated. Such is 
the view of your memorialists in the settlement they are form- 
ing, and now that they trust they can show that their de- 
sign, (admitted almost universally to be highly desirable,) ha? 
the fairest prospects of success, may they not hope that some 
assistance will be afforded to the further prosecution of an ob- 
ject, so obviously of great national importance ? 

May they not, at least, expect that as their, success has so 
necessary a connection with the gre??t public mseasure of -s^p- 
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pressing the slave-trade, some portion of the public couRie" 
nance and support, may be afforded them? 

JOHN MASON, 
W. JONES, 

E. B. CALDWELL, 

F. S. KEY, 



Committee, 



No. in. 

Report of the Committee on the Suppression of the Slave-Trade ; 
made in the House of Representatives, April 12, 1822. 

The Committee on the Suppression of the Slave Trade, to 
whom was referred a Resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, of the 15th of January last, instructing them to 
inquire whether the laws of the United States prohibiting 
that traffick have been duly executed ; also, into the general 
operation thereof ; and if any defects exist in those laws, 
to suggest adequate remedies therefor ; and to whom many 
Memorials have been referred touching the same subject, 
have, according to order, had the said Resolution and Me- 
morials under consideration, and beg leave to 

.Report : 

That, under the just and liberal construction put by the 
Executive oo the act of Congress of March 3rd, 1819, and 
that of the 15th May, 1820, inflicting the punishment of Pi- 
racy on the African Slave Trade, a foundation has been laid . 
for the most systematic and vigorous application of the power 
of the United States, to the suppression of that iniquitous . 
traSick. Its unhappy subjects, when captured, are restored 
to their country, agents are there appointed to receive them, 
and a colony, the offspring of private charity, is rising on its 
shores, in which such as cannot reach their native tribes, 
will find the means of alleviating the calamities they may 
have endured before their liberation. 

"W hen these humane provisions are contrasted with the sys- 
tem which they supersede* there can be but one sentiment in 
favour of a steady adherence to its support. The document 
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^icccmpanying this Report, and marked A, states the number 
of 'Africans seized or taken within or without the limits of the 
United States and brought there, and their present condition. 

It does not appe^lr to your Committee, that such of the na- 
yal force of the country as has been hitherto employed in the 
execution of the laws against this traffick, could have been 
more effectually used for the interest and honour of the nation. 
The document marked B, is a statement of the names of the ^ 
t^esseis, and their commanders, ordered tipdn this service, 
with the dates of their departure, &c. The first vessel des- 
tined for this service, arrived upon the cdast of Africa in 
March, 1820 ; and in the few weeks she remained there, seat 
in for adjudication, four American vessels, all of which were 
condemned. The four which have been since employed in 
this service, have made five visits, (the Alligator having made 
two cruises in the past summer,) the whole of which have 
amounted to a service of about ten months by a single vessel, 
within a period of near two years ; and since the middle of 
last November, (he commencement of the healthy season on 
that coast, no vessel has been, nor, as yotir committee is in- 
formed, ig under orders for that service= 

The Committee are thus particular on this branch of their 
inquiry, because unfounded rumours have been in circulation^ 
that other branches of the public service have suffered frons 
the destination given to the inconsiderable force above stated, 
which, small as it has been, has in ever^' instance been direct- 
ed, both in its outward and homeward voyage, to cruise in the 
West India Seas. 

Before they quit this part of their inquiry, ycur Gommittee 
feel it their duty to state, that the loss of several of the prizes 
made in this service, is imputable to the size of the ships en- 
gaged in it. The efficacy of this force, as well as the health 
and discipUne of the officers and crews, conspire to recom- 
mend the employment of no smaller vessel than a Corvette 
or a sloop of War, to which it would be expedient to allow 
the largest possible complement of men ; and if possible she 
chould be accomp;inied by a tender, or vessel drawing less 
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Vvater. The vessels eJigageS in this service should be fre- 
quently relieved, but the coast should at no time be left with- 
i"jt a vessel to watch and protect its shores. 

Your Committee find it impossible to measure with preci - 
sion the effect produced upon the American branch of the 
Slave-Tr?4de, bv the laws above mentioned, and the seizures 
iHuler them. They are unable to state, whether those Ame- 
licaa merchants, the American capital, and seamen which 
heretofore aided in this traffick, have abandoned it altogether, 
or have sought shelter under the flags of other nations. It is 
ascertained, however, that the American flag, which hereto- 
fore covered so large a portion of the Slave- Trade, has 
wholly disappeared from the coasts of Africa. The trade, 
notwithstanding, increases annually, under the flags of other 
fiations* France has incurred the reproach of being the 
greatest adventurer in this traffick, prohibited by her laws \ 
but it is to be presumed, that this results not so much from 
the avidity of her subjects for this iniquitous gain, as from the 
safety, which, in the absence of all hazard of capture, her 
Hag affords to the greedy and unprincipled adventurers of all 
nations. It is neither candid or just to impute to a gallant 
■mA high-minded people, the exclusive commission of crimes^ 
which th''" abandoned of ail nations are alike capable of per- 
petratingj with the additional wrong to France herself, of 
using her flag to cover and protect them. If the vigor of the 
American navy has saved its banner from like reproach, it 
has done much to preserve unsullied its high reputation, and 
amply repaid the expense charged upon the public revenue 
by a system of laws to which it has given such honourable 
effect. 

But the conclusion to which your Committee has arrived? 
after consulting all the evidence within their reach, is, that 
the African Slave-Trade now prevails |o a great extent, and 
that its total suppression can never be ^effected by the sepa- 
rate and disunited efforts of one or more states ; and as the 
resolution to which this report refers, requires the suggestior^. 
of some remedy for the defects, if any exist, m the systea^ 



ui' laws for the suppression of this trafflckj yonv Commiltee 
beg leave to call the attention of the house to the report and 
accompanying documents submitted to the last Congress^ by 
the Committee on the Slave-Trade, and to make the. same u 
part of this Report. That Report proposes, as a remedy 
for the existing evils of the systerji, the concurrence of the 
United States with one or all the maritime powers of Europe^ 
in a modified and reciprocal right of search, on the Africars 
coast, with a view to the total suppression of the Slave-Tmdc, 

It is with great delicacy that the Committee have approach- 
ed this subject ; because they are aw^are that the remedy 
which they have presumed to recommend to the considera- 
tion of the House, requires the exercise of the power of ano- 
ther department of this government, and that objections to 
the exercise of this power, in the mode here proposed, have 
hitherto existed in that department. 

Your Committee are confident, however, that these objec- 
tions apply rather to a particular prGposiiion for the exchange 
of the right of search, than to that modification of it which 
presents itself to your Committee, They contemplate the 
trial and condemnation of such American citizens as may be 
found engaged in this forbidden trade, not by mixed tribunals 
sitting in a foreign countrj^ but by existing courts, of €ompe= 
tent jurisdiction, in the United Slates ; they propose the 
same disposition of the captured Africans now authori/.ed by 
law ; and least of all, their detention' in America, 

They contemplate an exchange of this rights which shall 
be in all respects reciprocal ; an exchange, which, deriving 
its sole authority from treaty, would exclude the pretension^ 
which no nation, however, has presumed to set up, that this 
right can be derived from the law of nations ; and further, 
they have limited it, in their conception of its application , 
mt only to certain latitudes, and to a certain distance from the 
coast of Africa, but to a small number of vessels to be em 
ployed by each povver, and to be previously designated 
The visit and search thus restricted, it is believed would ny- 
sure the co-operation of one great maritime power in thi^ 
proposed exchange, and guard it iron?, the doj!p:fpY ^^f ^ihvi<^\?. 



*Your Committee cannot doubt that the people of America 
bave the intelligence to distinguish between the right of 
searching a neutral on the high seas, in time of war, claimed 
by some belhgerents, and that mutual, restricted, and peaceful 
concession by treaty, suggested by your Committee, and which 
is demanded m the name of suffering humanity. 

In closing this Report, they recommend to the House the 
adoption of the following Resolution, viz: 
. Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
v-^uested to enter into such arrangements as he may deem 
suitable and proper with one or more of the maritime pow- 
er? of Europe, for the elfectual abolition of the Slave-Trade. 

No. !V. 

^j.ifi,cvt vj u, icuvr jrum zt. r. >3coctzto'ri^ j!.s«jr. Co ifie becreiary 

of the Society, dated 
U. S. Schooner Alligator, Boston, July 25, 1821. 
We have had an interesting cruise on the Coast, from 
the Shoals of the Great River to Cape Palmas : it was dur- 
ing the most unhealthy season, and under circumstances not 
the most nattering. Being in a very small vessel, we were 
often exposed to heavy rains, and occasionally encountered 
great fatigue. Notwithstanding which, we have returned in 
good health, only regretting that our cruise was so short, and 
that we accomplished so little of that which we promised our- 
selves. We had the fever on board, but in every instance it 
yielded to the skill of our surgeon, John W. Pearce, and his 
assistant T. W. Wiesenthal, to wh ose abilities and persever- 
:*nce we all, in common gratitude, owe our thanks. Under 
ihese circumstances, 1 am bound to believe (my conclusions 
iiowever are deduced from impressions rather than from un- 
alterable opinions) that the horror for that coast, the hue and 
cry about the African fever, and the noise about the tornadoes, 
are but little else than a £Me, generated by policy, listened 
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to because wonderful, and propagated by tbe interested. Ag 
to the climate, it is true the air is warm; and I think that a 
constant exposure to the sun must be ver}' debilitating. The 
thermoraetrical observations of this Vessel, do not show that 
the temperature of the air has ever been above eighty-five 
degrees, measured by Fahrenheit's thermometer ; but, as the 
country is seldom refreshed by a cool invigorating breeze, 
the heat is more uniform and of longer duration, and from 
that cause I think arises its pestilence, and not from the im* 
mediate power of the sun. The heat is not beyond bearing 
for a while, but from its constancy must overcome any human 
constitution that is unwarily exposed to it during any liength 
of time without relief. The fever, I think, may be more 
r'^adiiy avoided, and if taken is not so dangerous, and maybe 
more easily destroyed than that which infests many places in 
our own country. The tornadoes, as I saw and felt ^^em, are 
inconsiderable and harmless, in comparison with squalls met 
with on parts of the American coast at particular seasons of 
the year. We may have been particularly favoured, and it is 
possible that all the dangers which persons are led to appre- 
hend, do ordinarily possess that country. But I can assure 
you, the fever has not assumed a living shape ; the winds are 
not saturated with pestilence ; that even on the coast of Africa 
oxygen forms a component part of the atmospheric air, and to 
inhale it is not certain death. We ( for I think I am speaking 
the sentiments of my companions) respired as freely and en- 
joyed generally as good health as any country could have sup- 
plied us with. After examination and reflection, I honestly 
think that the climate presents all those obstacles which arc 
the natural productions of a tropical soil uncleared and un- 
cultivated, but that they will yield to proper precautions ; and 
that nothing can prevent the consummation of your wishes 
but limited means, bad counsels, or feeble efforts. ' I wish you 
every success : I am more and more persuaded of the useful- 
ness of your society : I believe it will be instrumental to 
ameliorate the condition of Africa. Tbe unfeeling clan of 
Slave-Traders are still, and more exultingly than erer, draining 



the deafest veins of that countrjo Is such to coatitme iio 
be their fate ?— And will oot Chnstendom put an end to k % 
Ai'e they to be torn from their homes, from their friendships j 
from their forefathers' graves, while the vultures of the world 
are proclaiming freedom, and forming coalitions for its seai- 
rity ? May the F ather of Mercies take care of this oppressed 
people t and is it too uncharitable to hope that the hour of 
rengeance is approaching, when the hurricanes will " sweep 
from the deep every sail that is spread for so unhallowed a 
purpose. My associates, most of whom were ready, (and I 
sincerely believe it,) to sacrifice on the altar of humanity , 
convenience, comfort, interest, and health, received encour- 
agement to inform themselves on this subject : they were 
liighly competent to the task, and will give, I have no doubtj 
aBy information within their knowledge. 

My communications to you may be marked by a freedom of 
expression little suited to my years or the occasion, and pos= 
siWy calls for an apology. My object is humanity— my means 
truth and sincerity. 

I am J Gentlemen, with great respect, 

Your obedient humble servaat. 

R„ F. STOCKTOIS-.. 

To, the Commiitee from the Society fov 
Colonizing the Free People of Colour 
of the United States, 

No. V, 

Extract of a Letter from Lieuicnani Ferry y to ikc 

Secretary^ dated 

U. S. Schooner Shark, at Sea, Nov. 18, 1821. 

i't IS impossible for me to give a very correct description 
&f Cape Mesurado, as 1 could observe it only from the ship. 
1 understand, however, from the best authorihes, that tho 
mil is excellent, and capable of producing rice, indigd, cof 
fee, cotton, sugar-cane^ and the fruits arsd esculents commo!:. 
tropical climates. 



The Cape extends about three miies into the sea, forming 
•an its northern side a fine bay or road, where vessels may 
anchor in ten fathoms water, near the shore. It is ^* steep 
and elevated towards the sea, with a gentle declivity on the 
land side.**' '* The aummit forms a level plane.'' This is th^ 
most ehgible spot that I have yet seen, for the location of tim 
Colony. The natives are less barbarous than those of the 
neighbouring nations, and are more pacific in th^ir disposi- 
tions 5 and the presumption is, that if the trees were cut 
clown, and the !and cultivated, it would prove comparatively 
a healthy situation, as its projection into the sea affords it the 
advantage of the sea breeze, the strongest preventive -of dis- 
ease. • • 

Since the date of the foregoing remarks, ! have been twice 
on the coast, and my more exteasive observations have not al- 
tered my opinion as to the advantages possessed by Mesurado 
over any situation I am yet acquainted with on the Continent. 

Unfortunately, however, Mr. Mills is dead ; by which events 
the Agents lose the benefit of his very great influence. 

Coloured people withstand the climate much better than 
the whites. Of the Colonists, (exclusive of the Agents,) 
but six have died, from the period of our departure in the 
Cyane, up to the Sst of November last. The last season 
has been considered a remarkably unhealthy one, and the 
probability is that the blacks having become seasoned to the 
tlimate. will hereafter enjoy tolerable health. 

M. €.., PERRY, 

Ho.- V!, 

Extract of a Letter from Dr. E. Ay res, Acting Agent of the 

American Colonization Society, ijt Africa^ to the Managers^ 

dated 6 

U. S. Schooner Augusta, at Sea, near Cape Mesurado, 
December 11, 1821, 

We are now coming near Mesurado, where we intend 

drying to obtain a settkKient„ You will hear the resuU. 
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In my last I gave you an account of our proceedings at 
Fourah Bay. I fear having tired your patience akeady, 
though there are a few more particulars which I wish to lay 
before yod. I found there stii! remained some of the* people 
and many valuable articles at Sherbro. Not knowing how 
soon Lieut. Stockton might come, or what stay he could make, 
I thought it best to despatch the schooner immediately to 
Sherbro for them, which happily returned a few days before 
the Alligator arrived. Mr. Wiltberger took a passage to 
Sherbro, and was much benefited in health. They brought 
away all our mill irons, and many other things, with Camaraw 
and his children. This mart had quarrelled with Ceker, 
while at Sherbro. He sided with Kizel, and left the Colony; 
They had new quarrels, and Camaraw says that Kizel was go- 
ing to murder him and his family, I do not pretend to know 
how much of it is true. He came to nie, and wanted to join 
the colony. I did not like his conversation and behaviour^ 
and would not admit him, but told him to go to Freetown and 
^0 to work, to maintain himself until we left this place for 
land of our own ; then, if he behaved himself, he might join 
the compact. He then pretended it was not his wish, nor 
ever had been, to join the Colony. He made application to 
Lieut. Stockion to take him to the United States. We have 
kis three children on board ; but he went on shore, tlrinking^ 
I suppose, that Stockton would wait his motions. But the 
^^ignal was made for sailing, we got under way, and left himo 

When Lieut. Stockton arrived at Sierra Leone, I had an 
interview with him. He immediately sent his officers to ex- 
amine the Augusta. They pronounced her not sea worthy 
her masts, spars, and upper rigging being decayed. In con- 
sequence of the short allowance of his provisions, it became 
necessary for me to provide a method of returning to Sierra 
Leone, when we went down the coast. I applied to Mr. 
M'Cauiey for masts and Spars, but there was no Amber to be 
bad that would answer the purpose. I then tried to charter 
K v^^r^el for the purpose ; but one offered, which upon exam 
inatlon proved to be nearly as bad as our ovm. Lieutenant 
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Stockton consented, as no alternative appeared, to venture in 
our own vessel. 

On the Gth of December, we sailed out of the harbour. 
Lieut. Stockton was good enough to put on board the Augusta 
Lieut. M'Kean and four men : I took seven of our men. 

We have had a very cairn passage, and our old vessel sailed 
remarkably well. We anchored last night in Mesurado Bay. 
This rooming, 12th of December, at day light, saw a number 
of Croomen rovVing off to us- — got under way, and at fifteen 
minutes past ten o'clock cast anchor close under Cape Mesu- 
rado. In a few minutes the boats were hoisted out, and the 
Lieutenant and myself were on shore. 

We informed the people who gathered round us, that we 
had come to see the king: that vve wanted to get some land 
to build houses on : that we had heard very good accounts of 
king Peter, and preferred settling with him : that the people 
on the Bagroo wanted us to settle in their country, but we said 
*• No — ^we will go and see king Peter first— if he won't let us 
have land, then we settle somewhere else." We pretended 
to be very indifferent whether we succeeded with them or 
not, as there were so manv places on the coast which we 
could get. This, in the end proved much to our advantage. 

We finally succeeded in getting a sio:ht of king Peter, and 
in a short time ended our palaver, by his thanking us forgiv- 
ing him the preference to his neighbours, and that we might 
have Mesnrado ; and to-morrow morning we are to finish the 
palaver and give a book, if, in the mf^niing, we find no new 
obstacles in the way, but are enabled to complete our bar- 
gain, I think we may pronounce ourselves very fortunate in- 
deed. Lieut. Stockton will give you a more particular ac- 
count of our negotiation with the natives, and also a particu- 
lar account of the place we have selected for a settlement. 

I will now offer you some of the reasons which induced 
gs to make the attempt at procuring Mesurado instead of tak - 
ing Bassa, the situation selected by your other Agents. 

In the first place, all I had read on the subject, all the in- 
formation acquired frora British Naval Ouicers with whom I 
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bave talked suict my arnval, as weii ai; sorne other inteiligeiit. 
persons, concur in recommending Mcsarado, for many rea- 
^■ons. Bassa is a low level country, consequently must be de- 
Vidved of refreshing breezes, and for ever unhealthy. Ithaf 
■ \o harbour, and six months of the year, landing in boats is im 
practicable. U has no good v/atering place. 

On the contrary, Mesurado Cape is a considerable eminence 
of land jutting into the sea, high enough to partake of the 
refreshing sea and kmd breeze, but not sufficiently elevated 
to obstruct the vapours and be rendered damp and unhealthy 
i-\y exhalations and clouds hanging over it nearly half the day 
There is a fertile island situated in the mouth of the river. 
A batter}'^ erected on the Cape would eiTectuaiiy command 
Uie harbour and entrance of the rivei*. There is a pretty 
fj;ood harbour, and good watering place of excellent water. 

Of these particulars you will receive a more minute 
account, from Mr. Stockton. The land at this place, is 
equally fertile with Bassa, or any other part of the coast, 
With, good cultivation it will yield all the productions of the: 
« ropical climate. 

But another and an insuperable obstacle existed with re- 
spect to Bassa. Whesi Messrs. Bacon and Andrus left there, 
they took with them the king's son and another youth, and 
placed them under Mr. Johnson, at Regent's Town, to re - 
ceive an education-. The king's son has since deceased. Mr* 
:>hnscn was unwilling to trust the interpreters who had been 
present at the time of taking the boys, on shore, until the 
king had been informed of the death of his son, and had re 
ceived the satisfaction for him which was customary in such 
caseSo it therefore became necessary that we should take 
(he youth who was present with the prince at his death, as 
well as the interpreter. The youth came over night., and 
went with me on board the Augusta. The interpreter was to 
have been on the wharf the next morning at sunrise, but* 
from, some unknown cause he did not come, and between 
eiffht and nine o'clock we e:ot aider Way, and went to se;> 
vvithout him. 



These things taken into consideration, determineil m to ai 
terapt to negotiate for Mesurado. It has been the anxious 
desire of European Powers, to get possession of this place, 
for more than one hundred years. Both the English and 
French have made repeated trials to obtain it. Lieut. Perry 
attempted to open a negotiation for it, by writing to Mr. Mills, 
They have all mistaken the true policy of dealing with these 
people ; and no negotiation, other tlian for the necessaries of 
life, will be obtained from them without using more policy 
than this. Knowing the methods that had hitherto proved 
abortive, we determined to try a new system of proceeding ; 
and instead of trusting to others to make that impression upon 
the king, which their fears or cupidity might prompt, we d€» 
termined to go ourselves directly to the king, and plead our 
own cause. 

On the nth of December, in the night, we came to anchor 
off St. PaiiPs river^ At day light on the 12tb, got under 
way, and soon observed several canoes coming off to us, 
The moment we anchored our boat was out, and Mr. Stockton 
and myself went on shore before any wrong impression could 
be made upon the king. Vv^e landed on the beach, at the 
king's Crootown, and told them we wanted to see the king 
we had presents on board for him ; and showed them some 
nim and tobacco which we had taken on shore for him. 

Three or four cf the people who had gathered round iis 
were dressed in large striped hoods, thrown over their shoul- 
ders, and had the appearance of being people of authority. 

After waiting some time^ they sent off an express forking 
Peter, It had been represented to us unsafe to go on shore 
without being armed 5 and that we should certainly be mur. 
dered and robbed. But we determined to go unarmed, as an 
evidence that our aim was pacific, Yv bile sitting and waiting 
for the king, under ihe shed of a Croomao, the people kept 
collecting, most of them with knives lnvnging to their sidefl. 
At length there came five or sis armed with muskets. I be- 
gm to think there might be some trulh in the reports We 
were now surrounded by fifty or sixty. arfr*«'^d in thi'^; way, mil 
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without the meuDS of defence, excepl a demijohn of whis- 
key and some tobacco, I narrowly watched their countenan-^ 
ces, as well as that ot' Mr. Stockton. i saw he was no way 
concerned, and a little observation showed there was yet no 
hostility in their intentions. 

Express after express, was sent for the king. After a long 
time, one of the most reputable looking men tokl us The 
tin^ be fool— he no talk English—i his mouth, what I say, 
king say.— hat you want ? " We told him we were desir- 
ous of getting a place in Africa to build a house, make farms, 
kc. that we had come by Gape Mount and many other places, 
where we might probably have got land, but we heard king 
Peter was a good man, and we preferred coming first to see 
if we could buy a place of him. If we got a place, we raise 
tobacco, rum, sugar, &c. and sell to the natives, for rice, yams^, 
beeswax, &c. We told them likewise, that we would have 
schools, and teach their children to read and write. — This 
immediately excited their suspicions that we were going ta 
break in upon the customs of their forefathers. 

Lieut. Stockton has shown himself throughout this business 
to be the most consummate master of the human heart, and 
it is entirely owing to his address and penetration that we have 
succeeded in obtahiing a situation, the most desirable in many 
respects, of any on the coast ; and for which, thousands of 
pounds would have been given by other Powers, could they 
have obtained it. We discovered at ouce^ that the only way 
m which we could expect to succeed, was to touch their inter- 
est, by holding out to them such objects as appeared to ihem 
valuable, and not such as we should value ourselves. . 

After explaining our views to this person, and discussing 
them some time, they sent another message to the king, and 
he then made his appearance. He was dressed in a cotton gar- 
ment of large blue and white stripes, th^'own over his shoul- 
ders, and a person holding an umbrella over his headc He 
came, shook hands with us, and took seat. When his inter- 
preter reiaied to him our object in visiting him, we did not 
tail to let him kisow the high estimation in which we held, him 
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/br veracity and punctuality ; and that this had induced us to 
prefer him to some other chiefs : and Hke most monarchs, we 
found his ear always open to the sound of his own praise. He 
said '* he thanked us for the favour we had done him in coming 
to him firstj and we might have land."' We told him we want- 
ed the Island at the mouth of the river, and the Cape, He 
objected to the Cape, and said if any white man was to set - 
tle on it, then king Peter would die, they would bury him, and 
then his women would cry a plenty," We did not fail to place 
in the most favourable light the advantages which our trade 
would be to him ; but took good care, after our former experi- 
ence, how we attempted to oppose their prejudices, or to offer 
to their consideration any views which they could not fully 
comprehend : we therefore said nothing of civilizing or chris- 
tianizing them ; but left this, hoping our future example ma}^ 
recommend our principles to their adoption. After sitting 
some time in palaver, the king told us he would see his head 
men, and next morning he would meet us again on the beach, 
and make a book for the land. We gave them our rum and 
tobacco, and returned to our vessel. 

On the 13th, we again went to meet his majetsty. We 
found his head men but no king ; yet we sent off an express 
for him. It was not till after some time and several messages 
had passed, that we could get him to meet us. After sitting 
three hours in palaver, the unfortunate subject of the slave- 
trade was broached, and we again broke up the palaver. 

Our prospect at this time was very dull ; we however de- 
termined not to give the subject up lightly ; and the next day 
went on shore again, where the king appointed to meet us 
When we got there, we found neither king nor any of his 
head men. Our prospects now, were truly discouraging. 
We, as we had done before, sent off an express for hnn. He 
sent word he would not come, nor let us have any land. It 
then became necessary either to go and seek the king in his 
capital, or to give up the case as impracticable, as all persons 
had found it, who had attempted to negotiate for this place 
hefore. To go to the town was to place ourselves entirely hi 
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the power oi a naiion ivho had always been represerited tu 
us so i-u age as to render it unsafe to land on their shore with- 
out being completely armed. However, we were deter- 
mined to go ; and were conducted by a Crooman, through 
dark dismal ways, at one time wading through the water, and 
at another wallowing through the mud ; pfissing through 
thick and dark swamps, in narrow paths, for six or seven 
miles into the interior. If one of us staid behind, the Croc- 
man would halloo to us to " come along, come along—the de- 
vil will catch us." We at length arrived at his majesty's ca- 
pital. We were shown into a palaver hall, spread with matSj 
to wait the coming of the king. The head men came anc| 
shook hands with usj and informed us that he was dressing, 
and would see us in a short time. They looked very grave, 
and few of them looked well pleased. After waiting about one 
hour, the king made his appearance. Instead of coming and 
shaking hands with us, he went and seated himself under 
another palaver halL His prime minister then came and in- 
cited us to go to the king. He shook hands with us, but look- 
ed very angry. I had forgot to tell you, that the night before^ 
they had accused the Croomen of being our friends, and 
drove them all out of town ; and the poor fellows, for their 
ndelity to us, had to go and sleep on the beach, on the bare 
sand. 

The i\rtit u ord the king said to us was, " What you want 
tliat land for ? " This question, so often asked and as often 
answered, had again to be explained to him. We now found 
Uiat among the Croomen who had been on board our vessel 
H)e day before, there was one who had been engaged with the 
father of the J3assa youth we had on board. This man told 
Ihem we had taken av/ay the king of Bassa's son and killed 
him, and when we got the iand, we should cut their throats 
and bury them. Another Crooman saw some of our colonists 
on board and knew them : this circums^tance gave them to 
understand we were the people who had been quarrelling so 
much at Sherbro. And, as if all these things could not throw 
^difficulties enough to try our diplomatic skill, one fellow pre-' 
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sciitfed himself to Lieut. Stockton, and told him lie was one 
iof those whom the Lieutenant had captured on his last voy- 
^ige, in the Daphne, and they had recaptured her on their [>aS" 
sage home. These circumstances accounted for the change 
of conduct in the king and people. Our cause now looked 
truly deplorable. We were unarmed, in the midst of a na- 
tion so exasperated against us. But Lieut, Stockton's dexte- 
rity at mixing flattery with a little well-timed threat, turned 
all to our own advantage. When they complained of his tak- 
ing the French for trading with them in slaves, he told them 
his orders were not to meddle with the French or arjy other 
nation : that when he saw the French vessel, h€ sent his boat 
to see who she was ; that they fired at him, and when they 
fought him, then he whipped them and took their vessel : 
that he would not suffer any body to make a fool of him ; and 
now king Peter wanted to make a fool of him : that he tell 
liim^ three days, he would let him have land, and drink up his 
rum, and take his tobacco, and now he say shan't have any 
land : this was fooling him. I believe the old king was 
afraid of being served as the French vessel v*'as, for he soon 
came to, and promised to call some more kings, and meet us 
on the shore next morning, and make a book, which was to 
^ive us the lando 

Mesurado Bay, December, iQ> 

It was my intention to have given you a circumstantial ac 
v:ount of each day's proceedings while negotiating for the 
land ; but we have been constantly employed, and now that 
we have completed the contract, w^e are in so great a hurry 
that I shall not have time to give you the particulars. I hope 
you will see Lieut. Stockton as soon as possible ; he can give 
you all the information on the subject which will be necessary„ 

We have this morning been on shore and selected a situa 
tion for a town, and directed six houses to be built against 
my return from Sierra Leone with the people., 

I consider our contract not only as a triumph over savage 
prejudice, but over Europeau negotiation. For this you are 
ejitirely indebted to the energy, sagacity, and .perseverance 



of Lieut. Stockton. We have purcbaaed a tract of conntry 
containing one miliion of dollars' worth of land, with the best 
harbour between Gibraltar and the Cape of Good Hope, an 
Island containing nine houses, and six others to be built ; 
there are excellent springs of water near the site we have se- 
lected for a city; and at the pitch of the Cape, there is an 
excellent place for watering ships. All this we have pur- 
chased in fee simple for little more than was stipulated to be 
given for the annual rent of Bassa, and not anriounting to more 
than three hundred dollars. The Island at the month of the 
river we have named " Perseverance," to perpetuate the long 
and tedious palaver we had in obtaining it. 

I am anxious to have a large ship with good accommodations, 
to lie in the harbo^jr next rains, that she may serve as a hos- 
pital for the sick. In case I get sick, I want to run off a mile 
from the land, and remain until I get well. Lieut. Stockton 
can give you my views on this subject, and his ov^n, which I 
believe are similaro 

E. AYRES. 

Agreement for the Cession and Purchase of Lands, entered 
■hito hetziDeen the Agents of the American Colo7iizaiion Society, 
md the King and Head-men of Cape Mesurado. 

Know all Men, That this Contract, made on the fif 
reenth day of December, in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand eight hundred twenty-one, between King Peter, King 
George, King Zoda, and King Long Peter, their Princes and 
!.lead-nien, of the one part ; and Captain Robert F. Stockton 
md Eli Ayres, of the other part : Witnesseth, That wherenB 
certain persons Citizens of the United States of America, are 
desirous to establish themselves on the Western Coast of 
Africa, and have invested Captain Robert F. Stockton and 
Eli Ayres with full powers to treat with aod purchase fc,,m us 
Oie said Kings, Princes, and Head-men, certain Lands, vi/. , 
Dozoa Island, and also <x\\ that portion of Land bounded north 
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&nd west by the Atlantic ocean, and on the south and east by 
u line drawn in a south-east direction from the north of Mesu- 
rado river, We, the said Kings, Princes, and Head-men, be- 
ing fully convinced of the Pacihc and just views of the said Ci- 
tizens of America, and being desirous to reciprocate the 
friendship and atfeciion expressed for us and our people, Do 
HEREBY, in consideration of so much p^id in hand, viz : Six 
muskets, one box Beads, two hogsheads Tobacco, one cask 
Gunpowder, six bars Iron, ten iron Pots, one dozen Knives 
and Forks, one dozen Spoons, six pieces blue Baft, four Plats, 
three Coats, three pair Shoes, one box Pipes, one keg Nails, 
twenty Looking-glasses, three pieces Handkerchiefs, three 
pieces Calico, three Canes, four Umbrellas, one box Soap, 
one barrel Rum ; And io be paid, the following: three casks 
Tobacco, one box Pij)es, three barrels Rum, twelve pieces 
Cloth, six bars Iron, one box Beads, fifty Knives, twenty 
Looking-glasses, ten iron Pots different sizes, twelve Guns, 
three barrels Gunpowder^ one dozen Plates, one dozen Knives 
and Forks, twenty Hats, five casks Beef, five barrels Pork^ 
ten barrels Biscuit, twelve Decanters, twelve glass Tumblers, 
and fifty Shoes, For ever Cede and Relinquish the above 
described Lands, with all thereto appertaining or belonging, 
or reputed so to belong, to Captain Piobert F, Stockton and 
Eli Ayres, To Have and to Hold the said Premises, for the 
use of these said Citizens of America. And We, the said 
Kings, and Princes, and Head-men, do further pledge our- 
selves that we are the lawful owners of the above described 
Land, without manner of condition, limitation, or other mat- 
ter. 

The contracting Parties pledge themselves to live in peace 
and friendship forever ; and do further contract, not to make 
war, or otherwise molest or disturb each other. 

We, the Kings, Princes, and Head-men, for a proper con- 
sideration by us received, do further agree to build for the 
use of the said Citizens of America, six large houses, on any 
place selected by them within the above (^lescribsed tract of 
ceded land. 

*> 



In Witness whereof, the said Kingf?, Princes, and Mead- 
men, of the one part ; and Captain Robert Stockton and EU 
Ayres, of the other part ; do set their hands to this Cove-' 
nant, on the day and year above written* 

( Signed ) 

King Peter, ^ his mark. 
King George, ^ his mark. 
King Zoda, ^ his mark. 
ICing Long Peter, ^ his mark 
King GovernDr, >«j his mark. 
King Jimmy, his mark. 

( ^ig»ed ) 

Captain Robert F. Stockton. 
Eli Ayres, M. D, 

Witness, ( Signed ) 

John S. Mil!, 
John Craigi 



Agreement with J. S. Mill, 

i LiELV^iiY Cox^TPtACT, for the Consideration of one barrel of 
Rum, one tierce of Tobacco, one barrel of Bread, one barref 
of Beef, one barrel of Pork, and ofte piece of trade Cloth, to 
give to Captain R. F. Stockton and Eli Ayres, aO my right and 
title to the Houses situated on the Land bought by them on 
Cape Mesurado. 

in Witness whereof, I have hereunto signed my name, on 
this sixteenth day of December, one thousand eight hundred 
twenty-onCo 

( Signed ) JOm S. MILL. 

Witness, ( Signed ) 

Charles Carey, his mark. 
William Rodgers, ;^ his mark. 

We promise to present to Charles Carey, one Coat. 

( Signed ) R. F. STOCKTON- 

ELI AYRES, 
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Umjcd States' Schoonev Alligator, Mesurado, west coast of Afiica; 

December 16, 1821. 

I am anxious that this letter may be conveyed tc you by 
ihe first opportunity, and take the earliest moment to enclose 
copies of the written instruments, which were sjgoed yester- 
day and to-day ; by which a tract of land and some houses at 
Cape IVlesurndo, have been ceded to the American Coloniza- 
tion Society ; and also a bird's-eye view of the harbour, &c, 

I hope you will perceive by these documents, (though I 
must confess they are imperfectly executed,) the advantages 
that may reasonably be expected from a situation which has 
been for mc^ny years, (if historical report be true,) anxiously 
wished by many nations. I have read and heard so many 
contradictory and disgusting accounts of various plans on the 
coast, that, in fact, I cajanot be reconciled to the safety of en- 
larging with regard to Mesurado ; but would rather thnt pro- 
per measures^ great exertion, and reasonable time, should 
show whether I h'ive been mistaken, or whether your agent 
has been either infatuated or deceived, It is, indeed, unne 
cessary to do so, if you are convinced of my sincerity? and be- 
lieve in the sincerity of my views in lending my assist- 
ance to you ; particularly, as you will doubtless receive all 
intelligence, Oi\ that subject, from yoqr V!:ealous and worthy 
agent ; or to attempt to excuse myself for not having advised 
a negotiation for Bjssao ^Axim^ ^or some one of the places 
which have been so strongly recommended. I will be con- 
tent to say, that procrastination and perfidy had already done 
too much mischief, to allow me to practise the one, or to give 
un opportunity for the other to be practised upon me, I re- 
ceived the best information that my own examination of the 
coast could give. 1 believed that there was no spot more eli- 
gible than this of JVfesqrado ; arid advised immediate contract, 
paymeptj and possession, 

It may pot be amiss, however, and perhaps it is due to yovi , 
that some more positive reason should be given for not hav- 
ing examined Axinr^ ; upon which situation some of your friei Is 
Ijuve lavished soiijany eocomiurns, F/r,?^, then - the Enfrhsh 



interest, which is e?£tensive]y spreading itself on the coast of 
Africa, has never, as fur as I have been enabled to inform my- 
self, been exerted to obtain it. A?iother, they have given 
up the fort at Cape Appoionia, which is within a short dis- 
tance of Axim. I had other objections to wasting time at that 
place, when it shall be necessary to state them. But I ac- 
knowledge these were, and are satisfactory to me with my 
present notions, in regard to the policy of England on this 
coasto Nor do J know that { am hazarding much, but think 
i am enticed to say, that, in the progress of a few years, our 
Indiamen will not be necessitated to call at the Cape Verde 
Islands for water, provisions, or a departure, at the risk of be- 
ing fired into, as they will be enabled to procure all those ne- 
cessaries at MesuradOv (if I am not wrong,) on more reason- 
able, certainly on more friendly terms. 

To multiply words for your instruction might be offensive, 
as well as a wanton exposure of my own weakness, wherefore, 
Gentlemen, I will not now suggest, either what I think will be 
best to facilitate the permanent interests of the Society, or 
what ought to be immediately accomplished, to secure the ad- 
vantages already obtained. 1 will simply urge, (for which I 
presume I may expect your forgiveness) that if we were al- 
lowed to look into, and examine those events, which carry 
with themselves the evidences of supernatural agency, we 
would find, i doubt not, that all the distresses which have 
grown to this institution, whether from sources which have 
drawn forth the tear of anguish, or from the more unimport- 
ant causes of despondency and vexation, have been hallowed 
by infinite wisdom ; and that from them we derive reasonable 
and strong grounds for future hope, that the five ensuing 
months are of infinite importance to you ; and that during the 
progress of that time, the fate of your colony will be decided* 
, As the Government is not at all concerned in your plans 
of Colonization, it would not be a proper subject of commu^ 
nieation from me to the honourable Secretary of the Navy ; 
but believing that the slave-trade, (in the destruction of 
which the Nation as w^li as the Government are so sin- 
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qerely and zealously engaged,) has received, by the pur- 
chase you have made at Mesnrado, a fatal blow ; under 
which it may indeed Hnger some time, but must eventually 
expire ; and being persuaded of his philanthropy and be- 
nevolence, and that it will give him personally much plea* 
sure to hear of your success ; allow me to ask you to present 
to him the papers accomjJanying this letter.* 

You have been too often disappointed in listening to the 
pleasing voice of zeal and enthusiasm, that I have been afraid 
to rejoice with you on your future prospects, and have curb- 
ed the natural current of my own feelings to prevent a recur- 
rence of similar circumstances. I cannot refrain, however, 
from saying, that now is the moment. Let christians, and ail 
the friends of humanity, join heart, and hand, and purse ; let 
experience, and wise counsellors, direct ; youth, energy, and 
integrity, execute ; all difficulties must vanish : and my sagci- 
city on it. that the Colony, founded on North American hu- 
manity and liberality, will not be second to any in its contribu- 
tions to the happiness of man, and the glory of our God. 

With the hope that all my actions will show how much I 
have had at heart the public good ; and a wish to approve, as 
well as to express myself your friend, 
I have the honour to be. 

Your obedient and very humble servant, 

R. F. STOCKTON. 

* The first act of the new order of things at Mesurado was, to de^ 
dare that the slave-trade was contrary to the law of nature ; and a vio- 
lation of ''^ jus gentium:^'' that all persons, native born, or foreigners, so 
engaged, should be considered hostes himiani gentris^'^'' and if prose- 
cuted and convicted in our high Court of Admiralty, should be capitally 
condemned and punished. 
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No. VIL 

Statement of the Case, and Extract from the Opinion of Jtidge. 
Stmy, »?i the Trial in the Circuit Court at Boston, in Decern^ 
hcTy of the French ship La Jeune Eugenie, 

By an act passed by the Congress of the United States, ou 
the 2d of March, 1807, the importation of any slaves into any 
por* of the United States was prohibited after the 1st of June, 
1808; the time limited by the Constitution of the United 
States, beyond which slaves could not be imported. By this 
act the President was also authorized to employ armed ves- 
sels to cruise on any part of the coast, where he might judge 
attempts would be made to violate the act, and to instriict the 
commanders of armed vessels to seize, and to bring in, vessels, 
found on the high seas, contravening the provisions of the 
law. Previous acts had been passed to prevent the citizens 
of the United States from being engaged in the transportation 
of slaves from Africa, or elsewhere, to any foreign port. 

By an act passed on the 20th of April, 1818, in addition to 
the above, it is provided, among other things, that in all prose- 
cutions under this act, the defendant shall be holden to prove, 
that the negro, &c. which he shall be charged with having 
brought into the United States, or with purchasing, holdings 
seiling, Sec. was brought into the United States, at least five 
years previous to the prosecution, or was not brought in, 
holden, purchased, or otherwise disposed of, contrary to the 
provisions of this act. 

By an act passed on the 3d of March, 1819, the power of 
employing the armed ships of United States, to seize and 
bring into port any vessel engaged in the slave-trade by citi- 
/.ens or residents of the United States, was continued, in the 
President. And by this act such vessels, together with the 
goods and effects on board, are to be forfeited and sold, and 
the proceeds to be distributed in like manner as is provided 
by law for the distribution of prizes taken from an enenoy^ 
and the otficers and crew to uiidergo the punishment innictc^ 
'>y previous acts. 
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On the 15th of May, 1820, it wtis further enacted, that H 
any citizen of the United States, being of the crew or ship's 
company of any foreign ship or vessel, engaged in the slavc» 
tode, or any person whatever, being of the crew or ship's 
company of any ship or vessel owned in the whole, or in part, 
©r navigated for, or in behalf of, any citizen or citizens of 
the United States, shall land from any such ship or vessel, 
and on any foreign shore, sei^e any negro or mulatto, not 
held to service or labour, by the laws of either of the States 
©r Territories of the United States, with intent to make such 
negro or mulatto a slave, or shall decoy or forcibly bring, or 
carry, or shall receive, such negro or mulatto, on board any 
such ship or vessel with intent as aforesaid, such citizen or 
person shall be adjudged a pirate, and on conviction shall 
suiFer death» 

Under the authority of these ads, and for the purpose of 
more effectually enforcing the provisions of them, the public 
armed schooner Alligator, commanded by Robert F. Stockton, 
Esq. was sent, among other vessels, to cruise on the coast of 
Africa, early in the year 1821. On the 17th of May last. 
Captain Stockton fell in with the schooner La Jeune Eugenie, 
at Galenas, near Cape Mount, on the western coast of Africa, 
and captured her on the suspicion of her being engaged in 
the slave-trade ; she at that time beanng the French flag, and 
having French papers. She was brouffht under the charge 
of a prize master^ into the port of Boston, and libelled at the 
September Term of the District Court next following, as 
American vessel engaged in the slave-trade. 

All the regular ship's papetb, and other documents relating 
to the cargo, were found on board of her. And it appeared 
from her register that she was owned by Messrs. Raibaud and 
Labatut, residents at Basseterre in Guadaloupe, but was built 
in the United States. It also appeared in evidence that sh€ 
was fitted out at Basseterre in the month of February next 
preceding her capture ; sailed from there, sometime in the 
same month, to St. Thomas, and from thence to the coast of 
Afnca, with the ostensible purpose of procuring palm oil and 
other products of Africa. 
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Wm. M'Keanj a mi<3shipman on board of the AlligatOi*, and 
the prize master who brought the Eogenie into the port of 
Boston, deposed that the Eugenie had a moveable deck, that 
her main hatchwa}^ was very large, and grated with three iron 
bars, that the water on board Was sufficient to supply two 
hundred men for a month. And her provisions, including 
rice, enough for her crew for a twelvemonth. 

Joseph Dickson, a seaman belonging to the Alligator, de- 
posed, that the Eugenie had a crew of nineteen persons, in- 
cluding boys ; some of them Spaniards and some Italians, that 
lhe had a large supply of provisions sufficient for her crew 
for five months, and a number of handcuffs and fetters. 

It was also in evidence that there was a surgeon attached to 
the vessel, and a supply of medicines on board. 

Henry Henderson, a seaman belonging to another vessel on 
the coast, which was also captured by the Alligator, deposed, 
that he was on shore at a place called the Factory, four and a 
half days, in company with the Captain of the Eugenie. And 
that he understood that the Eugenie was then after a cargo of 
slaves. That the Captain had then procured twenty or morej 
and said that he should have all the slaves ready in twenty- 
days ; and Henderson further deposed, that he was told by the 
owner of the Factory, that the Captain of the Eugenie was to 
liave*250 or 300 slaves. And that he also, heard the king's 
son say the same thing. 

All the seamen bel wging to the crew of the Eugenie, wbo 
were examined, deposed, that they had no reason whatevet 
to suppose that the vessel was engaged in the slave trade. 

A claim was entered by the Chevalier de Valnais, the 
French consul, on behalf of the owners of the Eugenie, and 
also a protest against the seizure and judicial proceedings, o^ 
behalf of the French Government. A claim for restoration 
of the vessel, and damages for her seizure and detention was 
also made by M. Alleye de Billon, the attorney and agents 
of the owners, Messrs. Raibaud and Labatut. 

A pro forma decree in favour of the claimants was render- 
ed in the District Court, and the case brought up by appeal to 
the Circuit Court at the last October Term. 
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The libel contained two counts. The First alleged that the 
Eugenie was, at the time of the seizure, a vessel of the United 
States, seized for a contravention of the acts of the United 
States prohibiting the slave trade. The Second alleged that 
the Eugenie was captured as a prize, and, at the time of 
seizure, was concerned and employed in the slave-trade, 
without alleging to what nation she belonged. 

[In the Circuit Court the cause was argued, and the following 
is an extract from the opinion of the learn^^^^Ajustice ] 

Having adverted to these preliminary consi^rations, I may 
now be permitted to proceed to the great points in contro- 
¥ersy. 

And the first question naturally arising out of the asserted 
facts, is, whether the African Slave-Trade be prohibited by 
the law of nations ; for if it be so, it will not, 1 presume, be 
denied, that confiscation of the property ought to follow ; for 
that is the proper penalty denounced by that law for any vio- 
lation of its precepts ; and the same reasons, which enforce 
that penalty ordinarily, apply with equal force to employment 
in this trade. ^ 

I shall take up no time in the examination of the history 
of slavery, or of the question, how far it is consistent with 
the natural rights of mankind. That it may have a lawful 
existence, at least by way of punishment for crimes, will not 
be doubted by any persons who admit the general right of 
society to enforce the observance of its laws, by adequate 
penalties. That it has existed in all ages of the world, and 
has been tolerated by some, encouraged by others, and sanc- 
tioned by most, of the enlightened and civilized nations of 
the earth, in former ages, admits of no reasonable question. 
That it has interwoven itself into the municipal institutions of 
some countries, and forms the foundation of large masses of 
property in a portion of our own country, is known to all. of 
us. Sitting, therefore, in an American court of judicature, I 
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jj^iHjot permilied to deny, that uoder some circumslances l^ 
mnj have a lawful existence ; and that the practice may be 
justified by the condition or wants of society, or may form >i 
part of tlie domestic policy of a nation. It would be unbe- 
coming in me, here to assert, that the state of slavery can- 
not have a legitimate existence, or that it stands condemned 
by the ijne(piivocai testimony of the law of nations. 

But this concession carries us but a very short distance 
towards of this cause. It is not, as the learned 

counsel for ^^^^'ernment have jnsily stated, on account of 
the simple fact that the traffick necessarily involves the en- 
slavtmierit of humaii beings, that it stands reprehended by 
the present sense of nations ; but that it necessarily carries 
with it a breach of ail the moral duties, of all the maxims of 
justice, mercy, and humanity, and of the admitted rights, 
which independent christian nations now hold sacred in their 
intercourse with each other. What is the fact as to the ordi- 
nary, nay, necessary course of this trade ? It begins in cor- 
ruption, and plunder, and kidnapping. It creates and stimu- 
lates unholy wars, for the purpose of making captives. It 
desolates whole \ illages and provinces, for the purpose of 
seizing the young, the feeble, the defenceless and the inno- 
cent. It breaks down all the ties of parent, and children, and 
family, and country. It shuts up all sympathy for human suf- 
fering and sorrows. It manacles the inoffensive females, and 
the starving infants. It forces the brave to untimely death, 
in defence of their bumble homes ana firesides, or drives 
them to despair and self immolation. It stirs up the worst 
passions of the human soul, darkening the spirit of revenge, 
sharpening the greediness of avarice, brutalizing the seltish, 
envenoming the cruel, famishing the weak, and crushing to 
death the broken-hearted. This is but the beginning of the 
^vils Before the unhappy captives arrive at the destined 
market, where the trafiick ends, one quarter part at least, iu 
the ordinary course of events, perish in cold blood, under the 
inhuman or thoughtless treatment of their oppressors. 

Strong as these expressions may seem, and dark as is the 
colouring of this statement, it is short of the real calamities 
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inflicted by this troffick. All the wars that have desohUed 
Africa for the last three centuries, have had their orij^in in 
the slave-trade. The blood of thousands of her miserable 
children has stained her shores, or quenched the dying em- 
bers of her desolated towns, to glut the appetite of slave 
dealers. The ocean has received in its deep and silent bosom 
thousands more, who have perished from disease and wantj 
during their passage from their native homes to the foreign 
colonies. I speak not from vaj^ue rumours, or idle tales, but 
from authentic documents, and the known ^fe)rical details of 
the traffick- — a traflick that carries away at least fifty thousand 
persons annually, from their homes and their families, and 
breaks the hearts, and buries the hopes, and extinguishes the 
happiness of more than double that number.'^ " There is," 
as one of the greatest of modern statesmen has declared, 

something of horror in it that surpasses all the bounds of 
imagination." t 

It is of this traffick, thus carried on, and necessarily carried 
on, beginning in lawless wars, and rapine, and kidnapping, and 
ending in disease, and death, and slavery — it is of this traf- 
fick, in the aggregate of its accumulated wrongs, that I would 
ask, if it be consistent with the law of nations ? it is not by 
breaking up the elements of the case into fragments, and de- 
taching them one from another, that we are to be asked of 
each separately, if the law of nations prohibits it. We are 
not to be told that war is lawful, and slavery lawful, and plun- 
der lawful, and the taking away of life is lawful, and the sel- 
ling of human beings is lawful. Assuming that they are so 
Tinder circumstances, it establishes nothing. It does not ad- 
vance one jot to the support of the proposition, that a traf- 
fick, that involves them all, that is unnecessary, unjust, and 
inhuman, is countenanced by the eternal law of nature, on 
which rests the law of nations. 

Now the law of nations may be deduced, first, froKi the ge - 
neral principles of right and justice, applied to the ccncerns 

See State Papers of Congress, for 1821. Report on tlio Slave- 
Trade, 9th P<:l)ruaiy, 1821, p. 59. 
t Mr. l^iU'j ,Sn('orh on \he Slaves -Trade, in 1792. 



jf individuals, and thence to the relations and duties of nav 
tions ; or secondly, in things indifferent or questionable, from 
the customary observances and recognitions of civilized na- 
tions ; or, lastly, from the conventional or positive law, that 
regulates the intercourse between states. What, therefore, 
the law of nations is, does not rest upon mere theory, but may 
be considered as modified by the practice, or ascertained by 
the treaties of nations at different periods. It does pot fol- 
low, therefore, that because a principle cannot be found set- 
tled by the cot^Si; or practice of nations at one time, it is to 
be concluded, that at no subsequent period the principle can 
be considered as incorporated into the public code of nations. 
Nor is it to be admitted, that no principle belongs to the law 
of nations, which is not universally recogpised, as such, by all 
civilized communities, or even by those constituting, what may 
be called the Christian states of Europe. Some doctrines, 
which we, as well as great Britain, admit to belong to the law 
of nations, are of but recent origin and application, and have 
not, as yet received any public or general sanction in other 
nations; and yet they are founded in such a just view of the 
the duties and rights of nations, belligerent and neutral, that 
we have not hesitated to enforce them, by the penalty of con- 
fiscation. There are other doctrines, again, which have met 
the decided hostihty of some of the European states, enlight- 
ened as well as powerful, such as the right of search, and the 
rule, that free ships do not make free goods ; which, never^ 
theless, both Great Britain and the United Slates maintain, and 
in my judgment, with unanswerable arguments, as settled rules 
in the Law of Prize, and scruple not to apply them to the 
ships of all other nations. And yet, if the general custom 
of nations in modern times, or even in the present age, re- 
cognised an opposite doctrine, it could not, perhaps, be affirm- 
ed, that that practice did not constitute apart, or at least a mo- 
dification, of the law of nations^ 

But I think it may be unequivocally affirmed, that every 
doctrine, that may be fairly deduced by correct reasoning 
from the rights and duties of nations, and the nature of moral 
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obligation, may theoretically be said to exist in the law of 
tions ; and unless if be relaxed or waved by the consent of 
tions, which may be evidenced by their general practice and 
customs, it may be enforced by a court of justice, whenever 
it arises in judgment. And I may go farther and say, that no 
practice whatsoever can obliterate the fundamental distinctsoR 
between right and wrong, and that every nation is at liberty 
to apply to another the correct principle, whenever both na- 
tions, by their public acts recede from such practice, and ad- 
snit the injustice or cruelty of it. 

Now, in respect to the x^frican slave-trade, such as it has 
been described to be, and in fact is, in its origin, progress j 
and consummation, it cannot admit of serious question, that it 
is founded in a violation of some of the first principles, which 
ought to govern nations. It is repugnant to the great princi- 
ples of christian duty, the dictates of natural religion, the obli^ 
gations of good faith and morality, and the eternal maxims of 
social j ustice. When any trade can be said to have these in- 
gredients, it is impossible that it can be consistent with any 
system of law, that purports to rest on the authority of reason 
or revelation. And it is sufficient to stamp any trade as inter- 
dicted by public law, when it can be justly affirmed, that it is 
repugnant to the general principles of justice and humanity. 

Noiv, there is scarcely a single maritime nation of Europe 5 
that has not, in the most significant terms, in the most deliber- 
ate and solemn conferences, acts, or treaties, acknowledged 
the injustice and inhumanity of this trade ; and pledged itself 
to promote its abolition. I need scarcely advert to the con- 
ferences at Vienna, at Aix-la-Chapelle, and at London, on this 
interesting subject, as they have been cited at the argument 
of this cause, and authenticated by our own Governmeat, to 
show, what may be emphatically called the sense of Europe 
upon this point. France, in particular, at the conferences at 
Vienna, 1815, engaged to use ** all the means at her tiispo^^al, 
and to act in the employment of these means, with all the zeal 
and perseverance due to so great and noble a cause." fthe 
abolition of the slMve-trade.j And accordingly, ir« the treaty 
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oi' peace between iier and Great Britain, France, expressing 
her concurrence, without reserve, in the sentiments of his 
Britannic majesty with respect to this traOick, adi7>its it to be 
repugnant to the principles of natural justice, and of the en- 
lightened age in which we live and, at a short period after- 
wards, the Government of France informed the British Go- 
vernment, that it had issued directions in order, that on the 
part of France the traffick in slaves may cease from the pre- 
sent every wher^ and for ever." The conduct and opinions 
of great Britain, honourably and zealously, and 1 may add, 
honestly, as she has been engaged in promoting the universal 
abolition of the trade, are too notorious to require a pointed 
enumeration. She has, through her Parliament, expressed 
her abhorrence of the trade in the most marked terms, as re- 
pugnant to justice and humanity ; she has punished it as a fe- 
lony, when carried on by her subjects ; and she has recognised 
through her judicial tribunals the doctrine, that it is repug- 
nant to the law of nations. Our own country, too, has firmly 
and earnestly pressed forward in the same career. The trade 
has been reprobated and punished, as far as our authority ex- 
tended, from a very early period of the Government ; and by 
a very recent statute, to mark at once its infamy and repug- 
nance to the law of nations, it has been raised in the catalogue 
of public crimes, to the bad eminence of piracy, I think, 
therefore, that I am justified in saying, that at the present mo- 
ment the tratfick is vindicated by no nation, and is admitted by 
almost all commercial nations as incurably unjust and inhuman. 
It appears to me, therefore, that in an American court ofjudi- 
cature, I am bound to consider the trade an offence against the. 
universal law of society, and in all cases where it is not pro- 
tected by a foreign government, to deal with it as an cffcnce 
carrying with it the penalty of contiscatioi). 

And I cannot but think, notwithstanding the assertion at the 
bar to the contrary, that this doctrine is neither novel nor 
alarming. That it stands on principles of sound sense and, 
general policy, and, above all, of moral justice. And I con- 
fess, that I should be somewhat Btartiedj if any nation, sincere 



79 

I J anxious for the aboiiiion, and earnest in its duty, should in- 
terpose its influence to arrest its universal adoption. 

There is an objection urged against the the doctrine which 
is here asserted, that ought not to be passed over in silence ; 
and that is, that if the African slaye-trade is repugnant to the 
law of nations, no nation can rightly permit its subjects to car- 
ry it on, or exempt them from the obedience to that law; for 
It is said, that no nation can privilege itself to commit a crime 
against the law of nations by a mere municipal regulation of 
its own. In a sense the proposition is true, but not universal- 
ly so. No nation has a right to infringe the law of nations, 
so as thereby to produce an injury to any other nation. But 
if it does, this is understood to be an injury, not against all 
nations, which all are bound or permitted to redress; but 
which concerns alone the nation injured. The independence 
of nations guarantees to each the right of guarding its own 
honour, and the morals and interests of its own subjects. No 
one has a right to sit in judgment generall}^ upon the actions 
of another ; at least to the extent of compelling its adherence 
to all the principles of justice and humanity in its domestic 
concerns, if a nation were to violate, as to its own subjectSj 
in its domestic regulation, the clearest principles of public law, 
I do not know that that law has ever held them amenable to 
the tribunals of other nations for such conduct. It would be 
inconsistent with the equality and sovereignty of nations, 
which admit no common superior. No nation has ever yet 
pretended to be the cusios morum of the whole world ; and 
though abstractedly a particular regulation may violate the 
law of nations, it may sometimes, in the case of nations be a 
wrong without a remedy. 

Then how stands judicial authority on the subject ? It ap° 
pears to me, speaking with all possible deference for those 
who may entertain a different opinion, that the case of the 
Amedie^ ii5 directly in point; and, unless the principles there 
stated can be shaken, they must govern the case now in judg- 
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ment Sir Wm» Grant, in delivering the judgiiaent of the 
Court of Appeals in the Amedie, after adverting to the formei' 
state of the British law on the subject of the African slave- 
trade, uses the following language, which I quote the more 
readily, as I know not, how in so concise and luminous a man- 
tier to convey the sentiments, which on this subject 1 dehber- 
ately entertain. *' But," says that eminent judge, " by the 
alteration which has since taken place in our law. the ques- 
tion now stands upon very different grounds. We do now, 
and did at the time of this capture^ take an interest in pre- 
venting that traffick, in which this ship was engaged. The 
slave-trade has since been totally abolished in this country, 
and our legislature has declared that the African slave trade 
is contrary to the principles of justice and humanity. What- 
ever opinion, as private individuals, we before might have en- 
tertained upon the nature of this trade, no court of justice 
ciould, with propriety, have assumed such a position, as the 
basis of any of its decisions, whilst it was nermitted bv ouf 
own laws. But we do now lay down as a principle, that this is 
a trade, which cannot, abstractedly speaking, be said to have a 
legitimate existence, i say abstractedly speaking, because 
we cannot legislate for other countries ; nor has this country 
a right to control any foreign legislature, that may think pro- 
per to dissent from this doctrine, and give pern \ssion to its 
subjects to prosecute this trade. We cannot certainly com- 
pel the subjects of other nations to observe any other than the 
first and generally received principles of universal law. But 
thus far we are now entitled to act according to our law, and 
to hold that, prima facie, the trade is altogether illegal, and 
thus to throw on a claimant the burthen of proof, in order to 
sh':>w, that by the particular law of his own country he is en-* 
titled to carry on this traffick. As the case now stands, we 
think that no claimant can be heard in an application to a 
court of prize for the restoration of the human beings he car- 
ried unjustly to another country for the purpose of disposing 
of them as slaves. The consequence of making such proof 
it. is not now necessary to determine ' but where it cannot be 
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made, the party must be considered to have failed in estS' 
blishing his asserted right. We are of opinion, upon the 
whole, that persons engaged in such a trade cannot, upon 
principles of universal law, have a right to be heard upon s 
claim of this nature in any court. Such is the doctrine sanc- 
tioned by the highest Prize Court known to British jurispru- 
, dence» I consider it, as the High Court of Admiralty has 
considered it, as establishing the principle, that any trade con- 
trary to the general law of nations, although not tending to, or 
accompanied with, any infraction of the belligerent rights of 
that country, whose tribunals are called to consider it, may 
subject the vessel employed in that trade to confiscation ; and 
it matters not in what stage of the employment, whether in 
the inception or the prosecution, or the consummation of it, 
the vessel is arrested.* It has been said that this doctrine 
first arose in a case of capture, jwn belli^ and was applied by 
a Court of Prize. Be it so ; — but the doctrine is not limited 
in its terms or purport to cases of this sort. The capture, as 
a belligerent capture, was tortious and without any reasonable 
cause ; and the court admitted, that there had been no viola- 
tion of belligerent rights. But it applied the doctrine upon 
principles of universal law, and asserted, that it might be ap- 
plied to a claim of such a nature in any court. The Fortima^'\ 
and the Donna Mariaima^l in which the doctrine was follow- 
ed, were also cases of capture ; but although it is pretty clear, 
that there were some lurking doubts as to the propriety of 
the doctrine in-the mind of the Court, there was not the slight- 
est attempt to place it upon any ground that limited it to the 
Prize jurisdiction. In the case of the Diana,^ which, at 
the interval of nearly a year afterwards, called again for the 
application of the general doctrine, no such distinction was 
even alluded to, although that was clearly, in the judgment of 
Court itself, a case on the Instance side of the Court, where 
condemnation was directly sought on an information for a for- 

* The Foituna, I Dodson R. 81,85, 8t>. 
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feiture for asfeerted em})Ioyment in the slave-trade. It turned 
out upon an investigation of the facts, that tlie vessel wa? 
Svveuish ; and, as such, upon the supposition, that Sweden 
penniUed the traffick to her subjects, restitution was decreed, 
but the Court unequivocally admitted the propriety of apply^ 
ing the doctrine to the case, if the Swedish law were proved 
tobe deiicient. I think 1 stand firm upon the position, that up 
to the period of these adjudications, no distinction like that 
now contended for^ was in the contemplation of the Court ; 
and certainly no such distinction can in reason be applied to 
the doctrine in the Amedie, Whatever, indeed, may be the 
extent of the belligerent right of search and visitation, it does 
not authorize a subsequent capture, unless for just cause of 
suspicion ; and if the search be in this respect unprodoctive, 
it cannot be, that the capture is less tortious on account of the 
exercise of this right, than it would be, if no such right exist- 
ed. The capture is just as wrongful, as a seizure in time of 
peace would be, and no more. It violates the right of the 
foreign ship just as much, and no more, than such a seizure ; 
and if, notwithstanding such a tortious capture, the party may 
avail himself of a ground of condemnation for the breach of 
universal law, independent of belligerent rights, he mp.j for 
the same reason, avail himself of it in case of such a toruous 
seizure. In truth, however, the law looks not to niceties of 
this r-ort. If for any cause, precedent or subsequent, known 
at the beginning or known at the end, the property is con- 
demned, the party is justified and retroactively for all pur- 
poses the capture, or seizure, or forcible possession, call it 
what you may, is deemed rightful and ho7ia fide. 

Tlie case of the St, Louis,'^ which followed after a period 
of almost four years, has been pressed upon the attention of 
the court, and cert.)in{y is entitled to the most respectful and 
cautious examination. 1 will not yield to any person in reve- 
rence for the profound learning and talents of the accom- 
plished Judge, by whom that decision was pronounced. Hi? 
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judgments have been justly the admiration of Europe and 
Amv^rica; and will be read for instruction, for beauty of 
illustration, for felicity of style, and for unambitious, but lofty 
principles, long after their illustrious author is gathered to 
the fathers, who have enlightened and improved mankind ; as 
long indeed, in my humble belief, as the common language of 
his and our country shall indicate to mankind our common 
lineage. Still, however, it is my duty, painful and responsi- 
ble as it may be, and with whatever hesitation and humility, 
when I am led to differ from other minds, with which i have 
not the least title to be brought in comparison ; I say it is my 
duty to follow the dictates of my own judgment in all cases, 
where my judicial conscience is not already bound by the 
decisions of the highest appellate court of the government 
"wnder which I sit. 

The case of the St. Louis may be distinguished from that 
before the court, in several circumstances. The seizure was 
madie at a time when no public ordinance of France prohibit- 
ed the Slave-Trade, and before the recent discussions at 
Aix-la-Chapelle. Upon the very flice of the information, the 
vessel was admitted to be French, and seized as such, and 
condemnation was sought upon two grounds, first the resist- 
ance of the right of search, of a British cruiser, in a time of 
peace ; and secondly, because the trade was contrary to the 
laws of France, and the law of nations. The whole ground, 
therefore, excepting that of forfeiture under the law of na- 
tions, was removed from the cause, for no such right of search 
in point of law existed, and no such law of France in point 
of fact existed. And it is perfectly clear upon the doctrine of 
the other cases already cited, that it was necessary that a 
prohibitory law of France should concur with the public law 
of nations, before a foreign tribunal could apply the penally 
of confiscation. The cause was, therefore, on its merits, 
correctly decided in perfect harmony with the former cases. 
But the learned Judge, in a most elaborate and masterly man- 
ner, discusses the general question, and comes to the conclu- 
sion^ that the African Slave-Trade is not a crime again.st the 



law of nations ; asul that the seizure oi"a ibrei<^n ship, engaged 
in ili'dt trade, although it is prohibited by the nation to which 
she belongs, cannot be riglttfnlij made by a Britij;h cruiser, 
and that a suit for condemnation of such a ship cannot be right- 
fuily fBaint'iined in a Fk'itish conrt.* 

The first observation that I am called upon to niake, re- 
specting this case, is, that I do not find, that the court any 
where attempts to disting>iish between this and the preced- 
ing cases, by limiting the doctrine of rejecting chums for ille- 
gality of tralTick, to cases of capture during war, or suits in 
the Prize jurisdiction. Nor does it occur to me, meaning to 
speak with the greatest dilFidence of my own judgment, that 
a distinction of that nature would be quite consistent with 
what fell from the court in the case of the !)iana. f In the 
next place, I find myself utterly at a loss to comprehend how 
the fundamental doctrine of the case of the Amedie, and the 
other cases already cited, that the Slave-Trade, abstractedly 
speaking, cannot have a legal existence, and that it is repug- 
nant to the principles of uriiversal law, and the law of nations, 
can consist with the unecpjivocal denial of the same doctrine^ 
in the case of the St. Louis, I find myself driven, therefore, 
to the conclusion, that the last case is meant silently to aban- 
don and repudiate the whole doctrine on which the former 
cases rest. In this conflict of authority and learning, of ma- 
tured and deeply weighed decisions, it is no rashness to fol- 
low those, which on the whole seem built on the most solid 
grounds of justice, public policy, and principle. In the 
struggle, which my own mind has undergone upon this occa- 
sion, I cannot escape from the conclusion, that the reasoning 
of sir William Grant has not been overturned, even if it 
should be thought in any measure shaken ; and that if I were 
to adjudge otherwise, it would be i^)ilovving another authority 
against the dictates of my deliberate judgment. 

And 1 think 1 may call in aid the opinion of a court of com- 
mon law, though perhaps not, in general, the best qualified 
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court to entertain the discussion of questions of national law^ 
to siiow, that the doctrine of the former cases meets the en- 
tire approbation of such tribjnals. 1 allude to the case of 
Madrazo v» Wilies,'^ where, though single expressions may 
appear to militate with my own views on this subject, the fiir 
result of the opinions stands in perfect consistency with the 
doctrine of theAmedie, 

But supposing, that the opinions alreadj'^ expressed by the 
court are as erroneous, as the counsel for the claimant con- 
tends them to be, and that the law of nations is to be exclu- 
sively derived from the practice of nations, and the ^jractice 
is in favour of the African Slave-Trade ; still there remains 
another obstacle to the recovery of the property by the claim- 
ants, which must be displaced before his title is unimpeach- 
able. And that is, that the African Slave-Trade stands 
prohibited by the positive municipal reg flations of France. 
This has not been denied at the argument, at least to the ex- 
tent of reaching a case, where the trade is attempted to be 
carried on to a French colony, which is exactly the case be- 
fore the couH if any slave x^ovae-e was intended bv the o^vn- 
ers. The French ordinance of the 8th of Januarv, 1817, 
comes up to this point, and purports to be made in execution 
of the obligations bv treaty, to abolish the Slave-Trade, how- 
ever inadequate it may be justly deemed for tliis purpose, 
^ut I think, independently of this document, (which is admitted 
to exist,) by the general principles already asserted, the onus 
probandi rests on the claimants, to establish the legitimate ex- 
istence of the trade in France ; and more especially since 
her recent declarations in the face of ail Europe, that she 
had caused it to be every whci'c abolished. They have not 
pretended to offer any proof on this point ; and the argument 
of their counsel proceed? upon the supposition of an actual 
prohibition. ■ 

It is said, that the cognizance of. penalties aid forfeitures 
for breaches of municipal regulations, exclusively belongs to 
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the tribunals of the nation by whom they are enacted. And 
this, in a general sense, with reference to tlie right to ori- 
ginate proceedings for the sole purpose of enforcing such 
penalties and forfeitures, may be true. But that any court 
may take notice ot the laws of a foreign country, whether 
civil or penal, which come incidentally before it in the exer- 
cise of its general jurisdiction over persons or property, can 
admit of as little dispute. We know that the lex loci is often 
applied in courts of justice, to enforce rights and redress 
wrongs ; and that contracts and titles, which cannot have a 
legal existence in the country where they have their origin, 
are held void every where. In respect to mere municipal 
regulations, the general rule certainly is, that courts do not 
take notice of them with a view to their direct enforcement* 
It is often said, that no country takes notice of the revenre 
laws of a foreign country, or holds itj^elf bound to repudiate 
Cfommercial transactions which violate them. But this is a 
rule adopted from a motive of policy or comity ; and is not an 
essential ingredient in any system of the law of nations. If 
any nation were disposed to discountenance any smuggling, in 
violation of the laws of a foreign country, and in cases coming 
regnlarlv before its own courts, were to refuse to recognise 
any rights of property founded on such violations, ! am not 
able to perceive what just ground of complaint the offended 
nation could have against such conduct. It seems to me that 
it might with more justice complain of the refusal to enforce 
such laws, and to discountenance such violations. But where 
a title to property originates in what a nation deems in its . 
own subjects a public crime, more especially if it be an ag- 
gravated crime, founded on fraud and rapine ; and it finds that 
another nation deems it a crime of a like nature, and prohibits 
it is as such, and contiscates the property of its subjects enga- 
ged in the commission of it, I do not perceive why such pro- 
perty, so polluted by crime, should, if it fidls into the cus- 
tody of a court of a former nation, be so sacred from judicial 
touch, that it must be restored to the wrong-doer. And I 
would ask, where is the authority that requires such a court 
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to act in this manner, when the public policy of its own, as 
well as of the foreign government is avowedly engaged in en- 
deavouring to suppress that crime ? If, in a case before this 
cou t, acting in rem, a title to property, fbuaided on theft oi* 
other municipal crime, or on a fraud committed in a foreign 
country, were set up, until my judicial conscience is better 
instructed, I should have extreme difliculty in recognising 
such a title, if the property was once legally in the custody 
of the court. 

In the case now before me, on the face of the libel, the 
court certainly has jurisdiction; for if the allegation, as to the 
property being engaged in the Slave-Trade, against our laws, 
be well founded, it justifies condemnation. But jurisdiction 
does not depend upon the event of the suit, but upon the right 
to entertain the suit, and proceed by enquiry to settle its me- 
rits. In this respect, the case before me stands differently 
from that of the St. Louis. It is; therefore, in the investiga- 
tion of the merits of this case, that I am met by the title of 
French subjects to the property ; and that title, if the vessel 
be engaged in the Siave-Trade, is a title connected with a 
crime against France, and which by French law becomes for- 
feited. In this posture of the cause, it does not occur to me., 
that any principle of general justice, or of national comity, 
or of universal law, requires this court to surrender up the 
property to the claimants, however well it might be disposed 
to surrender it to the sovereign of France. If, therefore, 
this ground alone were before the court, as at present advis- 
ed. 1 should incline to reject the claim, for the breach of this 
municipal law of France, which our country recognises as &. 
breach, not of mere positive law^ but of the immutable 
principles of justice. 

If I am asked, what would be the predicament of this cause 
under the views, which have been suggested, 1 answer, that 
if the vessel be not American, engaged in a trafiick contra- 
vening our laws, Lieut. Stockton and his associates can have 
no title to iseek condemnation for any interest of their own, 
for a share in the foifeiture accrues to them only, when the 
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case i,« rcaclicci by our laws ; and the libel so far a;^ it is found- 
e.d on these aiiei^ations, must bo dismissed. Then as to the 
claimants, their claim being rejected, there would be no per 
son judicially before the Court to claim restitution. The 
property, then, must either be condemned to the United 
States i|enerally, as unclaimed property, or forfeited pro^ er- 
ty, upon principles analogous to those adopted in the Etriisco;'^ 
or it mast remain in the custody of the Court, to be delivered 
up to the sovereign of F iance, if he should choose to inter- 
pose a claim, or assert a right to proceed against it in his own 
Courts for the supposed forfeiture. 

It appears to me, that the latter is the true course. It en- 
ables the foreign sovereign to exercise complete jurisdiction 
over the case, if he shall prefer to have it remitted to his own 
courts for adjudication. It enforces the policy, common to 
both nations, of repressing an odious traffick, which is de- 
nounced by both. It makes our own country, not a prmcipalj 
but an auxiliary, in enforcing the interdict of France, and sub- 
serves the great interests of universal justice. I am not aware 
of any obstacle in the constitution of a court of admiralty, 
proceeding in rcm^ to the adoption of such a practice ; and I 
am greatly mistaken, if it does not carry in its bosom the seeds 
of peace and conciliation, instead of animosity and recrimin- 
ation. 

Thus far I have proceeded in the cause without reference 
to any other claims, but those asserted in the original libel 
and answer. But at a late period in this cause, by direction 
of the President, a suggestion has been filed by the District 
Attorney, expressing a willingness to yield up the vessel to 
the French Government, or its consular agent, for the pur- 
pose of remitting the cause for ultimate adjudication to the 
domestic forum of the sovereign of the owners. To a sug- 
gestion of this nature this court is bound to listen with the 
most respectful attention, it is understood to be, not a di- 
rection to the court, for that is beyond the reach of executive 
authority, by an intimation of the wishes of the Government, 
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l3o far as its own rights are concerned, to spare the court any 
further investigation, if it had seemed fit to all the parties, 
whose interests are before the court, to agree to the course 
held out by this suggestion, it would have relieved niy mind 
from a weight of responsibility, which has most heavily press- 
ed upon it. But the French claimants resist this course, and 
require, that the property should be delivered over to their 
personal possession, and not to the possession of their sove- 
reign. Under such circumstances this court must follow the 
duty prescribed to it by law, independently of any wishes of 
our own G overnment or of France. I have been compelled, 
therefore, reluctantly to travel over the whole merits of the 
cause, and to decide it with reference to the French owners, 
apon the great principles on which it has been argued. 

After listening to the very able, eloquent, and learned ar- 
guments delivered at the bar on this occasion — after weighing 
the authorities which bear on the case, with mature delibera- 
tion, — after reflecting anxiously and carefully upon the gen- 
eral principles which may be drawn from the law of nations 
to illustrate or confirm them, 1 have come to the conclusion, 
that the slave-trade is a trade prohibited by universal law, 
and by the law of France, and that, therefore, the claim of 
the asserted French owners must be rejected. That claim 
being rejected, 1 feel myself at perfect liberty, with the ex- 
press consent of our own Government, to decree, that the 
property be delivered over to the consular agent of the king 
of France, to be dealt with according to his own sense of duty 
and right. 

No one can be more sensible than myself of the real mag- 
nitude and intricacy of the questions involved in this cause. 
It becomes rare, therefore, to speak with great distrust and 
ditBdence of my own judgment respecting its merits. But I 
think i have a right to say, that the American courts of judi- 
cature are not hungry after jurisdiction in foreign causes, or 
desirous to plunge into the endless perplexities of foreign 
jurisprudence. If I couhl have had my choice of cases, this 

Glass is not that which would have been selected from pecu • 
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har favour. But it is to be remembered, that while the coiir^ 
iij not rashly to engage in asserting jurisdictioji over foreign 
causes, from the odium, which is justly attached to a trallick 
conceived in atrocious and unfeeling crueltyj and stained and 
aealed with blood ; it has also a public duty to perform, from 
which it dare not shrink, to pronounce its own judgment of 
the law', and to leave to more wise and learned minds to cor- 
rect any errors into which it may inadvertently have fallen. 



A brief sketch of the several cases eked on the part of the 
libellants, and of the claimants, and noticed by the Court, is 
here made, for the use of such of our readers as may not have 
those cases within their reach. The most material facts only 
are stated, and such parts of the judgments, as apply most 
strongly to the case of the £z/ijeme, excepting the case of the 
Amedie, which being the leading one, the judgment of the 
Court in that is given entire. 

The Ameidie, 1 Jlcton's R. 240. 

This was an American vessel, captured by a British cruiser, 
in the latter part of the year 180"?, on her way from Bonny, 
on the coast of Africa, to Matanzas, in the island of Cuba, with 
10 " slaves on board. She was libelled in the Vice-Admiralty 
Court of r ortola, and condemned as engaged in an illegal 
trade. From this sentence an appeal was prosecuted to the 
High Court of Appeals. 

The first reason assigned by the captors for the condemna- 
tion of this vessel was, th?t '* this ship was proceeding from 
Atrica, with a cargo there laden, to Matanzas, in the island of 
Cuba, being part of a colony then belonging to His Majesty's 
enemies, contrary to the prohibitions of the order of His Ma» 
jesty in Council j of the 11th day of November, 1807." 

The second reason assigned was. that, " the voyage was 
contrary to the prohibitory laws of the United States of Ame- 
rica, made for abolishing the slave-trade, which had been of- 
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licially notiiied to the lords of Appeal by the actof llie Ame- 
rican Government in the case of the Ch:i!K:e, Brown, .naster ; 
and uUhoagh such laws of a forei2;n stale may not amount to a 
du'ect or substantive {ground of condemnation in a Court of 
Prize, yet they may and ought to exchule an American claim- 
ant from the benefit of those relaxations of the law of war, 
which, in favour of neutral states, have been introduced by 
Lis majesty's instructions, in regard to their commerce with 
the colonies of his majesty's enemies ; a privilege which can 
only be understood to be granted to neutral governments as a 
branch of their national commerce, and not as an invitation to 
lawless individif'als to engas^e in a trade which the neutral 
state itself has prohibited, and desires to discourage." 

The third ground of condemnation assigned by the captors 
was, " that Scott ^ the supercargo and lader of the slaves, is 
admitted to have an interest therein, which is liable to con> 
fiscation, he being a British subject, by the statute of 46 Geo. 
in. cap. 52." 

Judgment. Sir William Grant. In the case of the Amedie, 
it must considered, on the evidence produced to the court, 
and from the situation of this vessel at the time of capture, 
that she was employed in carrying slaves from the coast of 
Africa to a Spanish colony- We are of opinioxi this appears 
to have been the original design and purpose of the voyage, 
notwithstanding the pretence set up to veil the real intention 
of the proprietor. The American claimant, however, com- 
plains of the injury and interruption he has sustained in car- 
rying on his usual and lawful trade, that of importing slaves 
for the purpose of sale, and calls upon the Prize court to re- 
dress the grievance, and repair the damage he has sustained 
by the capture and unjust detention of this vessel. 

On the different occasions when cases of this description 
formerh' came before the court, the Slave-Trade was liable to 
con?;iderations very different from those which now belong to 
it. So liir as respected the transportation of slaves to the co- 
lonies of foreign nations, this trade had been prohibited by 
ihe hwij of America only ; this country had taken no notice 
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»r that prohibition ; our law sanctioned the trade which it 
was the policy of the American huv first to restrict, and Ihrally 
to abohsh. It appeared to us, therefore, dithcuit to consider 
the prohibitory lavv of America in any other hght than as one 
of those municipal regulations of a foreign state, of which this 
court could not take any cognizance, and of cour5?e could not 
be called upon to enforce ; nor could it possibly bar a party 
in a court of prize But by the alteration which has since 
taken place in our law, the question stands now upon very 
different grounds. We do now, and did at the time of this 
capture, take an interest in preventing ihat trafhck in which 
this ship was engaged. The Slave-Trade ha^r since been to- 
tally abolished in this country, and our legislature nas declar- 
ed the African Slaye-Trade is contrary to the principles of 
justice and humanity. Whatever opinions, as private indivi- 
duals, we before mij>;l-?t have eiilertained upon the nature of 
this trade, no court of justice could with propriety have as- 
sumed such a position as the basis of any of its decisions, 
whilst it was permitted by onr own laws : but we do now lay 
down* as a principle, that this is a trade which cannot, abstract- 
edly speaking, be said to have a legitimate existence ; I say 
abstractedly speaking, because we cannot legislate for other 
countries ; nor has this country a right to control any foreign 
legislature that may think proper to dissent from this doctrine, 
and give permission to its subjects to prosecute this trade. 
We cannot, certainly, compel the subjects of other nations to 
observe any other than the first and generally received prin- 
ciples of universal law. But thus far we are now entitled to 
act, according to our law, and to hold that, prima facie, the 
trade is altogether illegal, and thus to throw on a claimant the 
whole burthen of proof, in order to show that by the particu- 
lar law of his own country, be is entitled to carry on this traf- 
fick. As the case now stands, we think that no claimant cari 
be heard in an application to a court of Prize, for th6 restor- 
ation of the huQian beings he carried unjustly to another 
country, for the {)urpose of disposing of them as slaves. The 
consequence of making such proof, is not now necessary if* 
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4etermme ; but where it cannot be made, the party must be 
considered to have failed in establishing his assierted ri^ht. 
We are of opinion, upon the whole, that persons engaged m 
such a trade cannot, upon principles of universal law, have a 
right to be heard upon a claim of this nature, in any court. 
In the present case, the claimant does not bring himsesf with- 
in the protection of the law of his own country ; he appears 
to have been acting in direct violation of that law which ad- 
mits of no right of property such as he claims : ours is ex- 
press and satisfactory upon the subject. 

Where, therefore, there is no right established to carry on 
this trade, no clmni to restitution of this property can be ad- 
mitted. We are hence of opinion, the sentence of the court 
below was valid ; and ought to be affirmed. 

The Fortuna. — 1 Dodson's R. Si. 

This was the case of a vessel, bearing the Portuguese flag, 
captured by a British cruiser, in October, 1810, and sent in- 
to Plymouth as a prize. 

It appeared in evidence, that she sailed from New-York 
under American colours, in the month of July, 1810 ; and 
ostensibly owned by an American citizen ; that she went to 
Madeira, landed part of her cargo, and about a week before 
her departure from thence, a bill of sale of the ship was ex- 
ecuted to a native of Madeira, a Portuguese subject ; and in 
consequence of this sale, Portuguese papers obtained, and the 
Portuguese flag assumed. !t appeared, from an inspection 
of the vessel, and other evidence in the case, that the object 
of the voyage was to procure a cargo of slaves, on the coast of 
Africa. 

Judgment. Sir William Scott, "An American ship, quasi 
American, is entitled, upon proof, to immediate restitution ; 
but she may forfeit, as other neutral ships may, that titje, by 
yarious acts of misconduct, by viohition of belligerent rights, 
most clearly and universally. But though this prize law looks 
primarily to violations m belligerent rights a? grounds of con- 



fescation in vessels not actuany belonging to the enemy, it lia?; 
extended itself a good deal beyond considerations of that de- 
scription only. It has been estjtblished by recent decisions 
of the Supreme Court, that the Court of Prize, though pro- 
perly a court purely of the hiw of nations, hiis a right to 
notice the municipal law of this country, in the case of a 
British vessel, which, in the course of a prize proceeding, 
appears to have been trading in violation of that law, and to 
reject a claim for her on that account. That principle has 
been incorporated into the prize law of this country within 
the last twenty years, and seems now fully incorporated A 
iate decision, in the case of the Amedie, seems to have gone 
the lerigth of establishing a principle, that any trade contrary 
to the general law of nations, althouffh not tending to, or ac- 
companied with, any infraction of the belligerent rights of 
that country, whose tribunals are called upon to consider it, 
may subject the vessel employed in that trade, to confiscation. 
The Amedie was an American ship, employed in carrying on 
the Slave-trade ; a trade, which this country, since its own 
abandonment of it, has deemed repugnant to the law of na- 
tions, to justice, and humanity, though without presuming so 
to consider and treat it, where it occurs in the practice of the 
subjects of a state which continues to tolerate and protect it, 
by its own municipal regulations : but it puts upon the par- 
ties who are found in the occupations of that trade, the bur- 
then of showing that it was so tolerated and protected ; and 
on failure of produciug such proof, proceeds to condemna- 
tion, as it did in the case of that vessel. How far that judg- 
ment has been universally concurred in and approved, is not 
for me to inquire. If there be those who disapprove it, I am 
certainly not at liberty to include myself in that number, be- 
cause the decisions of that court, bind authoritatively the ju- 
dicial conscience of this ; its decisions must be conformed to, 
and its principles practically adopted. The principle laid 
down in that case, appears to be, that the Slave-Trade, car- 
ried on b}^ a vessel belonging to a suljject of the United 
States, is a trade, which, being unprotected by the domestic 



regulations of their legislature and government, subjects the 
vessel eng;iged in it, to a sentence of coudenination. If the 
ship should, therefore, turn oat to be an American, actually 
so employed, and it matters not, in niy opinion, in what stage 
of the employment, whether in the inception or the consum- 
mation of it, the case of the Amedie will bind the conscience 
of this court to the effect of compelling it to pronounce a 
sentence of confiscation. 

I can have no doubt of her ( the FoKuna's) real charac- 
ter ; and under the authority of the case of the Amedie, I 
condemn her and her cargo." 

The Donna Marianka.-— 1 Dodson^s R. 91. 

This was the case of a vessel seized as she was proceeding 
lo Cape Coast, for a cargo of slaves, under the Portuguese 
flag. It appeared in evidence, that she was originally titk 
American vessel, had been bona fide sold to a British sub- 
ject, and was now claimed as Portuguese property, on the 
ground that she had been since conveyed to a Portuguese 
merchant. The Court condemned the ship, as being a Bri- 
tish vessel, engaged in the Slave-Trade. 

Sir William Scott, " It would be a monstrous thing, where 
a ship admitted to have been at one time British property, is 
found engaging in this traffick, to say, that however imperfect 
the documentary evidence of the asserted transfer may be, 
and however startling the other circumstances of the case, 
^10 inquiry shall be made into the real ownership. Here are 
on board this vessel only papers of mere form, and which are in. 
contradiction with each other, leaving the whole transaction 
of the transfer in great doubt and obscurity, and if the court 
were to be prohibited under such circumstances, from inquiry 
into the reality of the Portuguese title, one sees how easily 
the provisions of the legislature would be defeated, 

" I can have no doubt that this court is bound judicially lo 
consider this as a British vessel, and that this Portriguese dis- 
guise has been assumed for the mere purpose of protecting;; 
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the property of British merchants in a traffick which it was 
not lawful for them to engage in." 

The Diana. — ^1 Dodsoiiy 95. 

This was the case of a vessel under Swedish colours, 
seized at Cape Mount, on the coast of Africa, on the 10th of 
September, 1810, by a British cruiser, and carried to Sierra 
Leone, vvhere proceedings were instituted against the vessel 
and cargo. At the, time of the seizure, she had exchanged 
her cutward cargo for 120 slaves, part of which she had re- 
ceived on hoard. An information was filed on the part of the 
captors, and a claim made for the ship and cargo as the pro- 
perty of a subject of the king of Sweden. The vessel and 
cargo was condemned in the Vice-admiralty Court at Sierra 
Leone, from which an appeal was prosecuted to the High 
Court of x4dmirnltv. 

Judgment. Sir William Scott. " The condemnation (hi the 
Vice-court of Admiralty ) also took place on a principle which 
this court cannot in any manner recognise, inasmuch as the 
sentence affirms, ' that the Slave-Trade, from motives of hu- 
manity, hath been abolished by most civilized nations, awcZ is 
not at the present time legally authorized by any.^^ This ap- 
pear?: to me to be an assertion by no means sustainable. 

"Our own countrv, it is true, has taken a more correct 
view of the subject, and has decreed the abolition of the 
Slave-Trade, as far as British subjects are concerned ; but it 
claims no right of enforcing ".ts prohibition against the sub- 
jects of those states which have not adopted the same opinion 
with respect to the injustice and immorality of the trade. 
The principle which has been extracted by the judge of the 
court below, from the case of the Amedie, is the reverse of 
the real principle there laid down by the superiour court ; 
which was, that where the municipal laws of the country to 
which the parties belong, have prohibited the trade, the tri- 
bunals of this country will hold it to be iilegai, upon the 
general principles of justice and humanity, and refuse resti- 



iutiou of the property : but on the o'lier hand, though ihej 
con^iiier the tr.uie to be generally contrary to the principles 
of justice and humanity, where not tolirated by the hiws o 
the country, they will respect the property of persons enga- 
ged in it under the sanction of the laws of their own coun- 
try. The Lords of Appeal did not mean to set themselyes 
up as legij^hVtors for the whole world, or presume in any man- 
ner to interfere with the commercial regulations of other 
states, or to lay down general principles that were to over- 
throw their legislative provisions with respect to the conduct 
&f their own subjects. 

" The sanction of the colonial governor has been produced 
by the claimants, and I am clearly of opinion, under this au- 
thority stan(hng before me, and standing uncontradicted, that 
Sweden has not abohshed the Slave-Trade." 

On this ground, the sentence of the Vice-admiralty Court 
was reversed. 

The Schooner Plattsburgii. 

This vessel sailed from the port of Baltimore, in Decem- 
ber, 1819. In April following, she was found on the Coast 
of Africa, engaged in the Slave Trade, with an American 
supercargo on board, all her officers American, with the ex- 
ception of one, and witli a cargo which had recently left the 
United States. She was captured by the American ship of 
w^ai" Cyane, for being engaged in the Slave-Trade, in viola- 
tion of the laws of the United States, and v*^as libelled in the 
district court of the United States for the district of New- 
York. A claim was put in by Manuel Gonzales, styling him- 
self Captain, on behalf of Juan Marina, of Santiago dc Cuba, 
00 the pretence that at the time of the capture the vessel 
was the property of a Spanish subject ; papers were prodU" 
4 ced to show that she was regularly documented as a Spanish 
vessel, and also a bill of sale, conveying her to the said Ma- 
rina. 

The vessel was condemned on the grounds that she was, 



at the time of seizure, American properly, and that the voy- 
age originated in a port of the United States ; but the learned 
Judge, in the course of his abJe opinion, made some Siigges- 
lions in relation to the law of nations, applicable to a case of 
this description J which were cited by the counsel for the li- 
bellants, on the arguments made in the case of the Eugenie. 

Van JVesSf J. says, *' Still another view may be t?iken of 
this subject. By the laws of the United States, and by those 
of great Britain, the Slave-Trade has long been prohibited 
to their respective citizens and subjects. Great and serious 
diiFicnlties in the execution of these laws have hitherto tended 
to defeat the just and benign purposes for which they were 
enacted. Although they might operate to the exclusion of 
their own people from a direct participation in this criminal 
pursuit, yet it was in many instances indirectly prosiecuted, 
under all the forms which fraud and ingenuity could devise ; 
and while the other nations of Europe sanctioned this traffick, 
but little seemed to be accomplished in the great cause they 
were intended to support. 

The principal powers of Europe have, however, succes- 
sively ahoiisbed thiB trade, and the period has, I think, arriv- 
ed, when courts of admiralty may safely hold ihni, prima fa ■ 
cie, this trade is illegal, and impose upon the claimant of the 
captured property, the necessity of showing his exemption 
from the general rule, if he claims to be pursuing a trade 
permitted b)' the municipal laws of his own country, he must 
show it.'* 

The application of a still broader principle, it is conceived^ 
may properly be submitted to the consideration of courts 
instituted for the administration of national law. The United 
States, and all the nations of Europe, with the exception of 
Portugal, have now prohibited the jlave-trade ; [he prohibit 
tion therefore, is nearly universal ; and it is pressed upon 
their serious deliberation, whether this traffick may not now 
be pronouncedj us well contrary to the law of nations as of 
nature. A great portion of what has long been considered 
the law of nutions, has received a less general Fecogni'tfOR; 
and is founded on a basis not more sound or solid. 
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Madrazo v» WiLLES, 3 Barnewall and Alder son^ 353. 

This was on nrtjnn hrniip-ht bv the plaintiff as the owner of 
\i slave ship and of the slaves on board of her, ag,ainst the de- 
fendant who was a captain in the utilish navy, for damages for 
the seizure of the said vessel and slaves. A verdict was ob- 
tained for the phuatiff, and a motion made on behalf of the 
defendant, for a rule nisi to reduce the damages, which was 
refused on the ground that the shive-trade was allowed by the 
Spanish government. Those parts of the opinions of the 
judges applicable to the case of the Eugenie, being already 
(quoted in the argument on behalf of the claimants, and com- 
mented on by the court, it is not thought necessary to restate 
them here. 

Tke Louis, 

This was the case of a French vessel which sailed from 
Martinique on the 30th of January, 1816, destined on avoyage 
to the coast of Africa and back, and was captured ten or twelve 
leagues to the southward of cape Mesurado, by an English 
cutter, on the Hth of March in the same year, and carried to 
Sierra Leone. She was proceeded against in the vice-ad- 
miralty court of that colony, and the information pleaded, 1st, 
that the seizors were duly and legally commissioned to make 
captures seizures : 2d, that the seizure was within the juris- 
diction of the court: 3d, that the vessel belonged to French 
subjects or others, and was fitted out, manned, and navigated 
for the purpose of carrying on the African slave-trade, after 
that trade had been abolished by the internal laws of France, 
and by the Treaty between Great Britain and France : 4th, 
that the vessel had bargained for twelve slaves at IVIesurado, 
and was prevented by the capture aione from taking them on 
board : 5th, that the brig being engaged in the slave-trade, 
contrary to the laws of France, and the law of nations, was 
liable to condemnation, and could derive no protection from 
the French or any other flag. 6th, that the crew of the 
brig resisted the English cutter^ and piratically killed eight of 



her crew, and wounded twelve otliers : 7ih, that the vessel 
being; enjingoci in this illeg;il traffick, resisted the king^s duly 
commissioned cniisers; iiml did not allow of search, until over- 
powered by numbers. And 8th, that by reason of {he circun)- 
stances stated, the vessel was out of the protection of any law, 
^ind liable to condemnation. 

The ship was condemned in the vice-admiralty court ai 
Sierra Leone, and from this decision an .appeal was made to 
the hiojh court of admiralty, and the decision there reversed. 
We only extract from the judgment of Sir William Scott, that 
part which discusses the question, how far this traffick, as 
carried on by France, was to be considered as contrary to the 
Saw of nations, and the vessel on that ground to be condemned. 
And it is to be observed here, that the French ordinance on 
this subject was not at that time in operation. 

Judgment, Sir f Villi am Scott. And i say legally criminal j 
because neither that court nor any other, can carry its private 
apprehensions, independent of law. into its public judgments 
on the quality of actions. It must conform to the judgment 
of the law upon that subject ; and acting as a court in the ad- 
ministration of law, it cannot attribute criminality to an act 
where the law imputes none. It must look to the legal stand- 
ard of morality ; and upon a question of this nature, that stand- 
ard must be found in the law of nations as tixed and evidenced 
by general and ancient and admitted practice, by treaties, and 
by the general tenour of (he lavvs and ordinances, and the 
formal transactions of civilized states ; and looking to these 
authorities, 1 find a diificulty in maintaining that the traffick is 
legally criminal. 

Let me not be understood, or misrepresented a? a profess- 
ed apologist for this practice., vv'hen I state facts which no mm 
can deny, that personal slavery, arising out of forcible capti- 
vity, is coeval with the earliest periods of the history of man- 
kind, that it is found existing, (and as far as appears without 
animadversion) in the earliest and most authentic records of 
the human mce, that it is recognised by the codes of the mosi 
polished nations of antiuuily, that under the light of chri?- 
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tiaiiity itself, the possession of persons so acquired, has been 
in every civilized country invested with the character of pro- 
perty, ai:d secured as such, by »ll the protections of law, that 
solemn treaties have been framed, and national m onopolies 
eaji;erly sought, to facilitate and extend the commerce in this 
asserted property : and all tliis, with ail the sanctions of law, 
public and municipal, and without any opposition, except the 
protests of a few private moralists, little heard, and less at- 
tended to, in ever} country , till within these very few years, 
in this particular country. If the matter rested here, 1 fear 
it would have been deemed a most extravagant assamption in 
any court of the law of nations, to pronounce that this prac- 
tice, the tolerated, the approved, the encouraged object of 
hnv, ever since man became subject to law„ was prohibited by 
that law, and was legally criminal. But the matter does not 
rest here. Withm these few years a considerable change of 
opinion has taken place, particularly in this country= Formal 
declarations have been made, and laws enacted in reprobation 
of this practice, and pains, ably and zealously conducted, have 
been taken to induce other countries to follow the example ; 
but at present with insufficient cliect : for there are nations 
which adhere to the practice, under all the encouragement 
which their own laws can give it. What is the doctrine of 
our courts of the law of nations lelative to them? Why, that 
their practice is to be resper^ id ; that their slaves, if taken, 
are to be restored to them ; and if not taken under innocent 
mistake, to be restored with costs and damages. A\\ this 
surely, upon the ground, that such conduct on the part of any 
State, is no departure from the law of nations : becauye, if it 
were, no such respect could be allowed to it, upon an exemp- 
tion of its own making ; for no nation can privilege itself tc 
commit a crime against the law of nations by a mere munici- 
pal regulation of its own. And if our understanding and ad- 
ministration of the law of nations be, that every nation, inde- 
pendently of treaties, retains a legal rij;ht to carry ofi ihh 
traiitck, and that the trade c irried on under that aythoi iS v, is 
to be respected hy all tribunu]-. lOFfH^^u as v,-eli doniestic, it 
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is not easy to find any consis'ent grounds on winch to main- 
tain, that the traffick, according to our views of that law, is 
crinjinal. 

Against the subjects of countries, which have issued decla- 
rations hostile to the trade, the courts have not unfairly ap- 
plied the argumentum ad homines. At the same time, it is 
impossible not to feel (and with concern) that if the real un- 
3erstandiDg ol the law, both in this country and others, is to 
be collected from public acts, as well as frcm public declara- 
tions, it will at least be difficult to determine with certainty 
and precision, what that understanding really is ; some parts 
©f their systems looking one way, and some another." 



FRENCH ORDINANCE. 
Department de la Marine et des Colonies, 

ORDONNANCE DU ROI. 

LOUIS, par la grace de Dieu, Ptoi de France et de Na- 
varre : Vouiant pourvoir au cas ou il seroit contravenu a nos 
©rdres concernant Tabolition de la Traite des Noirs ; 

Sur le rapport de noire Ministre Secretaire d*Etat de isi 
Marine et des Colonies, 

Nous avons ordonne et ordonnons ce que suit : 

Alrticle !. — Tout Batiment qui tenteroit d'introduire dans 
nne de nos Colonies des Noirs de Traits, seit Francois soit 
Etranger, sera confisque, et leCapitaine, s'il est Francois, in» 
terdit de tout commandement. 

Sera egalement confisque, en pareil cas, toute la partie de 
la cargaison qui ne consisteroit pas en Esclaves ; a Tegard des 
Noirs, ils seront employes dans la Colonie aux truvaux d'uti- 
lite publique. 

Article 11. — Les contraventions prevues dans I'article 
precedent seront jugees dans la meme forme que les contra^ 
ventions aux lois et reglemens concernant le commerce etran- 

Quant aux rroduits des confiscations prononcvies en con- 
formit'i du meme article, ils seront acquis et appliques de la 
m^me maniere que sontles produits des confiscations pronon- 
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tves en nature de contraventions anx lois sur !e commtirce: 
(Stranger. 

Article III.— Notre Ministre Sccraaire d'Etatdela Ma- 
rine et des Colonies est charge de I'execution de ia presenie 
Ordonnnnce. 

Donne a Paris, en notre Chateau des Tuiiieries, ie 8 Jont 
de Janvierjde Fan de grace 1817, et de notre Regne le 22d. 

(Signe) LOUIS. 
Par le Roi, 

(Signe) LE Vte DE BOUCHAGE. 
Pour Copie confornie, 

Le Ministre Secretaire d'Etat de la 
Marine et des Colonies. 
(Signe) LE Vte DE BoUCHAGE. 
Pour ampliation, 

Le Ministre Secretaire d'Etat de la 
Marine et des Colonies, 
{Sign6) Le Vte DE BOUCHAGE. 



No. VIIL 

The tondition of certain Africans i7i Georgia, referred io in a 
former Report of Jlmerican Colonization Socieiii. 

The Board of Managers have lately received the Second Annual Re- 
port of the Putnam Auxiliary Society of Georgia, from which the follow- 
ing interesting extract is subjoined.- 

** As a matter of considerable interest to those who care for the mora? 
standing of Georgia, the managers of the Putnam Society would call 
the attention of their feilov.'=citi28ns, and more particularly, the attention 
of his Excellency the Governor, and of the Legislature of Georgia, to 
the acts of Congress, and of this State, bearing upon several hundred 
Africans in certain predicaments, and to the proceedings of the Society 
in relation to some of them. The managers of the Putnam Society are 
the more emboldened to do this, inasmuch as they recognise in his Ex- 
cellency the Governor, not only the person * authorized and requested ' 
by our Legislature, in their act 'of the 19th December, 38l7, ^- m aid,' m 
certain conditions, in promoting the benevolent views of the [Coloniza- 
tion] Society, in such manner as he may deem expedient;' but they also 
recognise in him, one of the earliest members of the Milledgeville Auxi- 
liary Society, &c, in the membors of the present f.c^MshUfir", and thr 
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' irobable members of the next, many of thegontlemGii who, so Cdily afiev 
'le foniiation of the Parent Society, concurred in the favourable recog- 
nition oJ its existence and object, and requested the Governor, condition- 
ally, to ' aid' in promoting tlieir ' benevolent views' as aforesaid.'" 

" This topic nify he very ably introduced by the foUov/ing extract 
from the iSecond Annual Report of the Parent Society : — ' One of the 
^roynds assumed by the seiece corninittoe [ot the House of Representatives 
of the United States] in support of the object of tlie memoiial j of the Col- 
onisation Society] is derived from its tendency to facilitate the execution of 
tlie laws of the United States prohibiting the importation of slaves, in a 
manner consistent with the spirit ot lhe laws themselves, the long tstablisfied 
policij of the scmihcrn IStateSj and the genius of the Federal Constitution* 
It is well recollected, tiiat as soon as Congress acquired the constitution- 
al power of prohibiting the importation of slaves, which was on the isi of 
January, 1S08, they followed the example of the i«everal States, in im- 
posinji heavy penalties upon the authors of this inhuman traffjclc. The 
fn-st section of the act of the 2d March, Vl 7, declares that, ' after the 
above period, it should not be lawful to import into the United States, or 
the Territories thereof, from any foreign country, any negro, mulatto, or 
person of colour, with intent to hold, sell, or dispose of such person as a 
slav-e, or to be held to service or labour.' The act subjects not only the 
American vessel, employed in violating the laws, to coadtmnalnny but 
' every person engaged in building, noting out, equipping, loading, or 
otherwise preparing, or sending out such vessel, knownig, or intending it 
to be so employed, to the forfeiture oi iwcntij tfiousand dollars.' A sub-* 
sequent section makes it ' a liig'ii misdemeanor for any person to trans- 
port from any foreign country, and sell any person of colour, wiihiii tho 
in, isdiction of the United States.' Upon conviction it sujects the offender 
to ' an imprisonment of not lesi than five, nor more than ten years, and to 
fnie not less than one, nor jnorc than ten thousand dollars.'- — The pur- 
chaser or seller of any sucli person, so imported, who shall knowingly 
v.in-clia.se or sell the same, is subjected to a forfeiture of eight hundred 
dollars, for every person of colou r ^' so purchased or sold." To this sec- 
tion, the following extraordinary proviso is annexed: that the afore- 
said ibrfciture shall not extend to any seller or purchaser of any negro, 
mulatto, or person of colour, who may be sold or disposed oi in virtue 
of anij regulation ivhich may be hereafter made by ani/ of the Legislatures 
of the several Stales^ in thai respect, in pursuance of this act, and the 
Constitution of the Umled Stales.''''^ 

The authority of the Statu J^egislatures, to which the proviso refers, 
is conveyed to thorn by a clause of the section of this act next preceding 
the last, h declares that ' neither ihe importer, nor any person or pcr- 
-onsj claiming from or under him, sh'dll hold mit/ righi or lillc vAvdUoQve\\ 
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to ail}'- nogvo>j muiaUOj) or persnu of colour, nor to the service or laboui: 
Eher«ofj who may be imported or brought within the United States, ov 
teriiiories thereof in violation of law, the same shall remain subject- 
io any regulatvons not contravetiing the provisions of this act, which the 
Legislatures of the several Siates or Territories, at any time herea fter, 
ma<< makcyfor disposing of any such negro, mulatto^ or person ofcolourJ'^ 

A recent act of the Legislature of Georgia (I9th Dec. I8l7j) will show 
what construction has been given to this authority. 

** The second section of the act empowers the Governor to sell, for the 
benefit of the State, any negroes, tnuiattoes, or persons ot colour, brought 
into it, in violation of the laws of the United States; and saieJ^ to a con- 
siderable amount have accordingly been mac^e," «c. 

" The managers would be unjust, however, as well as ungrateful, if 
they passed unnoticed, the last section of this act, which provides, * that 
if, previous to any sale of any such persons of colour, the Society for Co- 
lonizing free persons of colour within the United States, will undertake to 
Sransport them fo Africa, or any other foreign place which they may pro- 
sure as a colony for free persons of colour, at tlie sole expense of the 
Society, and shall likewise pay to his Excellency the Governor, ail ex- 
penses incurred by the State, since they have been captured and con-' 
demned ; he is authorized and requested to aid in promoting the benevO" 
lent views of the Society in such manner as he may deem expedient," 

" The managers [of the Parent Society] heard, with deep regret, of 
^he execution of the second section of thiii act, in the course of the past 
year, (1818) without having it in their powec to avail themselves of thy 
recognition of the existence and object of the American Society, In the 
sequel of the act, and afford relief to the unfor tunate beings whom vio- 
lence and fraud had torn irom the bosom of their native country, and a 
defect in the laws of ibe United States has consigned to hereditary sla- 
very in the bosom of this. Surely, when the authority granted to the se- 
veral Mates by the act of Congress which had been recited, is thus exer- 
cised, it is without due regard to the limitations v/hich accompany tho 
concession. So fni from such an act of power being ' in pursuance of 
the act (d Congress,' it is in direct contravention, not only of its positive 
and express provliiioiis, but of its very spirit and title.'" 

Whether this opinion of the Parent Society is correct or not, the mana^- 
yers of the Putnam hjocieiy will not deternune : But its introduction is 
useful to show the view which has been taken, by men at a distance, of a 
part of our State policy. " It is an act,'^. continue the managers of the Fa's 
rent Soca ty, " to prohibit,' not to admiti'^ the importation of slaves.'" 
To contend that the consignment of innocent and injured foreigners to 
perpetual slavery, is " in pursuance of the Constitution of the Uiiited 
States," is to cast a reproacn upon that instrument which it does not 
merii;. 

14 
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Bfit if the LegL-'r tm-e of Georgia, (continue the managers oCtiie Pa^ 
vent Society) have oveistepped the authority with which the act of Con- 
gress invested themj in a case, to theiv judgment, it is presumed, of ap- 
parent necessity, a 7ic€c.ssiti/ which they sought to avoids by inviting the 
^ulerposition of the Colonization Society, " it becomes the Government 
of the United State?, v.-hich created the evil, to provide for it an adequate 
remedy."'' 

In purt^uance of the invitation of the Legislature of Georgia aforesaid, 
it ap^jeat?, from the posthumous communication of Governor Rabun, at 
{he annual session of l8l9, that about April of that year, the agent of the 
Coioni'iation Society arrived in Milledgevilie, clothed with competent au- 
thority to ask, receive, and transport theni, (certain Africans advertised to 
be sold in May, of that year, for tlie benefit of the State,) to their native 
country, free from charge or expense. " The proposition,'' says Governor 
Ealmn, v.'as marked with so much liberality and benevolence, that, 
without much hesitation, I agreed tc deliver them over to the order of that 
humane Society, so soon as the Court of the United States shall adjudge 
them to be subject to the control of the constituted authorities of this 
State." 

" The libel, in the name of Miguel de Castro, against ninety-five 
African slaves, illegally introduced into this StatCy and the claim set up 
to the samej by William Bowen,'" says Governor Clark, in his message 
of 7th November, 1820, " have been dismissed in the district court where- 
in they were depending. The attorney lor the State in this case, being 
of the opinion, when called on by the executive, that it was necessary that 
those on hand should be condemned subject to the law of the State, by an 
adjudication in the district court ; he was therefore requested to institute 
such proceedings as were necessary, which are now pending in that court.'* 
From verbal information of gentlemen entitled to credit, it appears that 
the proceedings are still pending. So that the proceedings in the several 
cases instituted in relation to the Africans, will have extended from a 
short time after their seizure in 1818, to the session of the district court of 
the United States for the district of Georgia, in November next. Nor 
can this be deemed a misfortune ; as one more opportunity will present it- 
self, at the annual session next fall, for the humanity, not to say the jus- 
tice, of the Legislature, to interpose, for the temporal salvation of a num- 
ber of unfortunate fellow beings, who have been led, by the acts of the 
constituted authorities of this State, and the proceedings of a Society, 
whose interposition has b'jen invited by the Legislature, to expect and long 
for this great deliverance. A^nd the benevolent members of the Legisla- 
ture, as well as every citizen of Georgia, caring for the happiness of the 
AiVicans, or for the moral character of the State, should rem'riinber, that, 
unless relief is extended, they will be subject under the act of 1B17, and 
the resolutions of 1819-20, to be consigned to a hopeless state of slavery 



The condition in which the Interposition of the managers has placed 
the thirty-four Africans wiio were advertised for sale in Georgia, [in 
1819,] will require the society, on the termination of the suit instituted 
for their recovery, by certain Spanish claimants,'' says the annual Re- 
port of 1820, " to indemnify the State for the expenses hitherto incurred 
in tlieir maintenance, and to provide for their removal to AfricaJ^ 

" It appears, then, to have been the intention of the Parent Society, ia 
January, 1820, to carry iiito effect the arrangement they made in 1819, 
for the restoration of the thirty-four Africans. It is, no doubt, still tii.eir 
intention to do so, if able. But the annual Repoit of the present year 
says nothing on the subject : and it is to be feared that the pressu' C of 
the times, and the misfortunes of the Society on the coast of Africa, may 
prevent them from being able to do so. 

*' In addition to those native Africans already claimed by the mana- 
gers," (of the Parent Society,) says their annual Report for ISiiO, there 
are others in Georgia, amounting in number to several hundreds, who 
have been brought into that State, under like circumstances Of these, 
about sixty have been actually sold, and irrecovt^rably lost. The resi- 
due, to whom the pretended agents of certain Spanish houses have laid 
claim, have been delivered to citizens of Georgia, on stipulations re- 
quiring that the holders should deliver them to the court before whom 
those claims are now depending," 

*'As, from tlie posthumous message of the late governor of Georgia, to 
the legislature of that State," continue the man<igers of the Parent Soci" 
cty "there remains bat little doubt, that in ail these cases, decrees will 
be pronounced against the claimants, provision should be made, in con- 
formity with the laws of Georgia and of the United States, for their pro- 
tection after their enlargement, and their restoration to their native coun- 
try. Some of them, it is fearedj have been put out under securities in- 
competent to insure their future delivery to the court. The rest will liere- 
after be consigned to hereditary slavery, unless the justice of Congress 
jshall interpose for their relief, or the funds of the American Society shall 
be so enlarged, eis to enable the managers to claim them, under the pro- 
visions cf the Georgia laws,'' 

There is strong ground to believe, though the managers of the Put- 
nam Society are not absolutely certain, that the sixty Africans sold by 
the State in 1818, are a part of the ninety five, to whom Miguel de Cas- 
tro and William Bowen set up claims, which have bf;en dismissed ; and 
against whom proceedings have been instituted, on behalf of the Stase, 
Should they be condemned subject to the laws of Georgia, they cannot, 
like the thirty ''our who are unsold, be turned over to the Colonization 
Society, but the proceeds of the sales may. And as the legislature haves 
endeavoured to prevent the pollution of Ujc Stntc V^Qr^^,vvv by tho prics) 



m blood, 6ught not the proceeds of the salesj alter deducting aii the g.Vv 
penses incurred on account of Africans, to be so tinned over ? This would 
comport with the %'iews of the legislature of 1817 ; which were, not to 
derive a revenue from an illicit and most ciuel trade : but only to reim- 
burse the expenses actually incurred by the Stale, and to throw the 
fortunate persons in question, into the arms of a benevolent Society, for 
restoration to their country. *Tis true, the sixty who have been actually 
sold, could not perhaps be so restored ; but the proceeds of their sale, 
after deducting every cent of expense incurred on their account, and on 
account of all other Africans introduced in violation of the United States' 
laws, could be made the means of saving fiom the same dreadful late, a 
considerable number of their unfortunate countrymen ; several hundred 
of whom are subject to be sold under the laws of Georgia, for the benefit 
of the State, if adjudged subject to the State laws, if the justice of the 
general government should not supply the necessary funds for their re- 
lief, Oi* if the funds of the Colonization Society should not unexpectedly 
be so enlarged, at an early day, as to enable them to relieve the Africans 
under the laws of Georgia. 

** The managers of the Putnam Society are aware that there is an in> 
sensibility to the disgrace which would attach to the character of the 
State, by the sale of the Africans, founded on the well known principle^ 
that contraband goods are proper subjects of confiscation and sale, foi the 
public benefit. It should be remembered, ho';vever, that our laws recog- 
nise people of colour not only as things — not only as articles cf property,, 
but as 'persons,'' as human beings, as men and womeq! In their former 
character, impressed by the hand of man, the Africans in question might- 
very properly be sold for the benefit of the state ; in their latter charaq-' 
ler, impressed by the hand of nature —inscribed by the finger of Heaven 
itself, they should be restored to their country. Nor can we justily the 
detention and sale of the Africans, on the same ground that we justify the 
detention and transfer of the mass of our slave population. In the ca^e 
of our slaves, the separate claims of their numerous owners, the great 
number of slaves, the vast amount invested in this species of property, 
the mischievous consequences that would result from any thiug like a sud- 
den chimge in the eitisting state of things, and the indispensable necessity 
of ma ntainingdue order and subordination among our slaves, will go fav 
to justify our conduct. 

In the case of the Africans none of these reasons operate^ There are 
BO valid individual claims to them; their number is small ; the amount 
expended by the State on account of them, is more than repaid ; no mis- 
chievous consequences would result from their immediate removal ; theii- 
detention and sale are not necessaiy to the maintenance of order amonp. 
?hcni or our f laves. 
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On leaving this topic, the managers desue that they may be" imder« 
jtood. They have not asked a single cent from the State treasury. They 
only Sokthat the State shall not be again paid, from the scanty lunds of 
a private society, those expendituies, which will have been amply reim- 
bursed by the proceeds of the sales which have already taken place. 
They do not ask the State to relinquish its claim to a revenue arising 
from a legitimate or proper source : they only ask her to decline a reve- 
nue which she herself has shown a dis^position to reject as improper. 
They only ask her, after fully reimbursing herself, to give the surplus, if 
any there be, arising from the sale of the sixty Africans, such a direction 
as will comport with the moral and political views recognised fay the le- 
gislature and people of Georgia, which prompted the enactment of the 
provision attached to the act of 1817, and the consequent invitation to 
the Colonization Society — such a direction, as, although the fate of the 
sixty is perhaps sealed, will yet come nearest to the benevolent purpose 
of the legislature, by applying the surplus proceeds of their sale, to thft 
restoration of their brethren who are yet within the reach of relief. The 
peculiar propriety of appropriating for such a purpose, a fund arising 
from sJich a source, is so manifest, that the managers hope it will force 
its way into the mind of every one. 

But if the Board may not be permitted to hope that the surplus pro*? 
ceeds of the sixty, after amply reimbursing, the State, will be turned over 
to the Parent Society, the Putnam Society, or some other Society in our 
own State ; or to some authority, (state or federal,) for the general pur-- 
pose of relieving the several hundred Africans, who are not yet placed 
beyond the hope of restoration ; the managers must yet be permitted to 
hope, that on condemnation, the thirty-four in and about Milledgevillej 
who have been led, by the parent Society, on the invitation of this State, 
to expect deliverance, will be turned over, free of cost, to the Coloniza^ 
tion Society— lemembering, what has so often been repeated, that the 
proceeds of the sixty who have been sold, will far overgo the expenses 
incurred on their own account, and on account of the thirty-four, who 
are believed all to have belonged in fact to the same parcel of ninety-five. 
So deeply interested are the managers for the deliverance of the several 
hundred Africans, introduced in violation of the laws of the United States, 
and in contravention of the policy of Georgia; and more especially, of 
the thirty-four, who were so overjoyed at the prospect of deliverance held 
out to them, that it is difficult to leave this subject. The managers mast, 
however, respectfully and earnestly implore the attention of the people, 
the legislature, and the executive of Georgia, to the case of the in)Uted 
foreigners, and trust the resuU io their intelligence, their patriotism, bug 
their humanitva 
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This strong appeal to the humanity of the Legislature of 
Georgia, was not disregarded. The managers are informed 
that a Resolution unanimously passed the last House of Re- 
presentatives of that State, appropriating the proceeds of the 
sale mentioned in the able Report of the Putnam Society, to 
defray the expense of restoring to their long lost homes, such 
natives of Afnca, as have been or may be brought into Geor- 
gia, in violation of her laws and those of the United States^ 
for the suppression of the Slave-Trade, 

This Resolution, the managers have learnt with regret^ 
reached the Senate of Georgia too iate to be acted upon, at 
their last session. 



POSTCRIPT» 

From the Coast of Africa* 

By the schooner Dolphin, arrived at Charleston, files of 
the Sierra Leone Gazette, to the 24th of February, have 
been received. W e are sorry to find that they confirm the 
verbal reports brought by the same vessel, that the Slave- 
Trade is stiii carried on to a shameful extent, on the wind- 
ward coast of Africa. 

We learn by Captain Pearson, who came home in the 
Dolphin, that the American Colonists were comfortably set- 
tied at Cape Mesurado, and were highly pleased with their 
prospects. They found the climate healthy, and the soil fer- 
tile, and their wish was that their brethren generally in the 
United St<Ues would embrace the first opportunity to come 
and settte with them. 

l^JVational htelligencer. 
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LIST OF SOCIETIES 

AUXILIARY TO THE AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY., 

[Owing to the failure of many Auxiliaiy Societies seasonably to forward 
their annual reports to the Parent Society, the following List is neces- 
sarily incomplete. [D-"" It is earnestl)'^ desired that ail the Auxiiiaiies 
would p' tit in the power of the Managers to incorporate a correct 
statement of their annual proceedings in the Appendix of their Report.] 



MARYLAND AUXILIARY SOCIETY, 
(established in Baltimore.) 



Col. John Eager Howard, President* 
Vice'PresidenU. 

G^in. Robert Goodloe Harper i ..o. Hon. Chief Justice Brice, 

Gen. Wm. H. Winder. | 

Luke Turnan, Treasurer. j Edward J, Coale, Secretary, 

Managers. 

Peter Hoffman 

Maxwell M'Dowcllj M. D... 
John G. Smith. .••ts.e.............. 



• Q < a « • • s * 0 > • o e « • • (.iPh. L. I^homa?« 



Isaac M'Kini ...•.»«..■«»... ^ ,^250 

Thomas Ellicot ...iOO 

Alexander M 'Donald «•..,.,,,. 100 
John N.D'Arcy > ^ 
Henry Didier ) ••••• 

C.Carrol, of Car....o.r .lOO 

Thomas Tenant , iOO 

Peter Hoffman 100 

John Hoft'man. I(.i0 

George Hoffman «.,,...., 100 

Alexander Fridge ] 



Life Members. 

Nat. F. Williams. 6 50 

Mr. \ OU C apt., e » • 9 • 4 « « • i> • t a • a • «>'J 

J. J. Cohen, jun.. a. ....... 50 

John Purviance a «....«» ,a. 50 

Richard Caton 50 

W. and N. Tyson ^0 

Luke Tie rnon 9 . a . o . « a e .Boiaa^p ^0 

Robert Gilmor .o........ 200 

William Tyson .........a. 50 

Andrew Ellicott.!,,«,a.,,a.«.,,, 50 



iMorris 



00 



100 

200 



James Ellicott .....a. 



Hugh Thomson a.aao«..ao....e. 



J. W. IVPCulloch «....,»,.,.,« 
.John E. Howard... ..a.. 

James Campbell ) 
J. Ritchie > , lOo 

John Oidfield ) | Robert G, Harper.... 

A. A. VVillicims .........lOO . W'ilso:u Mullihin, -S' C'', , 



a.aco.aaaia ijQ 

50 

John iM'Heury o... 50 

Philip E. Thomas «..».. 50 

Evan Thomas.. 50 

!J . ]^ . iVl OIIIS •*.-..a.a.a.a..»o.«.a 
Robert G. it-fainpr 30 



Roswell j-*. Colt. 
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ANNAPOLIS AUXfLIARY SOCIETY. 
J. T. Cliase, President, 
Vice-Presidmis. 



llth, Wni. D. Diggess...... ,j 

I2th, Win. Pw. Stuaa...., 

iSth, Ephraim K. Wilson 

l4tli, R. B- Taney ..•«•.>«•...«>*# 
I5thj Charles S. Sewall.t. ..*..*..« 

I6'ib, William Hughletta.c 

17th, Thomas Kennedy..,,...*....* 

jSth, George C. Washington ....... 

I9th, James Tidball. •«.•«•.• 



1st, Wm. tCilly 

2d, Thomas Blacki&tone ..«..e«*.o. 
3clj Vv'illiam Spencer.. ».««»...•.... 

4th, Peter Emerson ...a.. 

5th, C. Dorsey 

6th, Dr. Thomas Johnson..... 

ith, William Hay ward, j 

8tb Jumes Murraji- 

9th, ienjamin W. Leconipte....... 

lOth^ John Moffat..... 

A. C. Magruder, Secretari/. Jonathan Pinckney, Trsasurerc 

John Brewer, Recorder, 

Life Members. 

Chas. Goldsborougb, Governor j Henry H. Harwood, 2o 

of Maryland ..«.«... ,.^20 | Daniel Janifer « 20 

W. Kitty, Chan, do 20 Clem. Dorsey 20 

Hehry Maynadier.... .,..»..... 20 George C. Washington..,.. .... 20 



John Piukney.. 20 

Benjamin Harwood.,,.,, 20 

Henry H. Chapman *. 20 

Dr. John Ridgeley ..o «»..*<> 20 



E. R Wilson «... 20 

Samuel Claggett ..*«. 20 

R. B. jPaneysa .* .....a a 0 ••••••• « 20 

Virgil Maxey ...••ee«»o.e, 



I eu « • • e 



r^EW-YORK AUXILIARY SOCIETY. 
Col. Henry Rutgers^ President. 
Vice Presidents. 

John R. B. Rodgeis, M. D.. \ .,»..«o»,Rev. Alex. M'Leod, D. D, 
i3ivL? Bethune. * s « o . 0 .....«»«».« e • » \ 

Jonatiian Goodhue^ IVeasurer, 
G. N. Bleeker, ) o , , • 
J. B. Beckj M. D. $ 

Managers. 

ReVo JohnB. Romeyn 1 .,«....t..9»,Mi. John Adarnb, 

Rev. James Milnor ...»..,,., .,..,...o«,..Mr George Grifiin. 

Mr. John Griscom ..*.(,♦«.» \ Mr. Wm, Colgate, 

Mr. Joseph Smith | Mr. Wm. B.Crosby. 

•Mr. Wajah Taylor..,.,.,.,.,,,,.., j ,,,,c,,o,soo Mr. George Gallaghe*.-. 
Mr.G. P. Shiptnan oee,«3,e,e,a'^,«« I 



AUXILIARY SOCIETY OF PHILADELPHIA. 

A complete List of Ofiicers for the present year has not been received. 
Some of its principal contributors, are— - 

Rev. J. Janeway ..g2u \ Alexander Henry, 30 

Richard Dale.e 30 j Godfrey Hager.., » 20 

Rev. Wm. A. Muhlynburg...... 30 i Frederick Beasley , , 20 

Charles Chauncey...,,.. 20- Mr. Vauhgan ,» « 10 

<*.Sh .etc ««(.<«»«», ««t«iitt»«««,« ^ \ Paul BeCkoi , , , « « a I e « , V e s t * t « , , « 20 
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Tit. Rev. W. White«, 25 

Mr. Clapiei' ^ lO 



Horace Binney t«.«<i»a*«4o«« 25 



William Meredith 



... 10 



SUBSCRIBERS IN PORTLAxVD, MAINE. 
Annual for Five Years, 



» » • * 



Kichard Cobb.....t»* 
j^s vi 0 II tt6i' 
Nathaniel Dana . »,.......,...,.,,. 

Samuel Freeman « 

Rev. Ed. Payson 



..<.....» . . John Hull. 

ao«r*««s».**««** Oa vid OansL. 

. . . . „ «...., Reuben MirchelL 

.....so Charles Blanchard 

• *i>asa*««»«»*a«* IjoXekiel IToole. 



Nehemiah Cram. 



Donations. 



Thomas Brown ..•.«.....»><>«..... | 

Cash by friends....* | 

Kev. P. S. Ten Broeck.. .......... j 



o.9».. *.......«.•«.. .««..« 0 A friend • 

>.9««.A friend. 



......es.oc.. •.»«»..«*< 



AUXILIARV" SOCIETY OF NEW-HAVEN, CONNECTICUT. 
Hon. Simeon Baldwin, President. 

Vice-Presidents. 



Rev. Jereifiiah Day, D. D,., 
David Daggett, 



• A . a . . « ••. * 



Lea. ..040. ....... 



....William Moseiey. 
Isaac Gilbert, 



Managers. 



Oba diah Hotchki ss.i.8e!»»e. ««•.«.... 

Willi am Leftingweil.c o . . e . 

Asahel Tuttle.. <■ ........s*. ..*.*•>. 

.Joel Walter.. «.*.*..*««..........«• 

Luther Bradley.... 



.•P. .«»...«««»He2:elciah HotchkisSc 
... j...e.«....jEneas Monson, jr. 

.4<...f. Wm. M'Cruckan. 

....••oLeman Dunning. 



..Rev. Henry Lines, 
Henry Dennison, Ti 'easicrer j «, Ralph I. Ingersol, Secretary. 



AUXILIARY SOCIETY OF NEWBURY-PORT, MASS. 
( List of Oflicers not received.) 

Annual Subscribers for Five Years, 

William B. Banister g 5 00 

Phillip Coombs 3 00 

Richard Bartlet.. ...... ...... 3 GO 

A. Knap....... 1 00 

Samuel Tenney 1 00 

Joseph Hale 1 GO 

Edward Bass.«sa<>....»so«..9. I 00 
Greenieat Clark. *....« «».... 1 00 

John Dean.. .«».««a..>). 2 OQ 

William Bartlett...^. ....«.,.« 5 0(1 



Thomas M. Clark, ....§10 00 

Edward Rand.,si5... ...... 5 00 

Mf'ody Pearson 2 00 

John S. Pearson 2 00 

Henry Southwick..«. 5 00 

Abner CaldwelL... 2 00 

Alexander Caldwell 2 00 

Joseph S. Pike..o 2 00 

JohnBoarriman ..^ 2 00 

S. W^ Thompson 2 00 

Moses Brown. 5 00 



AUXILIARY SOCIETY OF PROVIDENCE, R. ISLAND* 
Nathaniel Seurlcj President, 
15 
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Vice'Pr&sidcnls. 



Hon. Wiiiiam Jones.* 
]>?ehemiah R, Knight. 



Alexander Jones. 



• « % « c s • ; 



■ 5 ? • • e 



Manage rs. 

Nicholas Brown.. .e<o 

Kev. Nathan B. Crocker 

Sanmel W» Bridgham *«... 

^ohn C^arlisle 9 * • 4 » • • • a • • a « a • • • * o « • « i »t 

John Rowland, Treasiirer.,,., { ..C. F. Tillinghart, Secretari/. 



» Thomas Burgess, 
.Zacbariah Allen. 
.Stanford JN'eweiL 



AUXILIARY S?)CIETY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, Ml). 
( The Returns of this Society have not been transmitted.) 



AUXILIARY SOCIETY OF VERMONT. 

(The last Report of this promising and vigorous Auxiliary, has noi 

been received.) 



AUXILIARY SOCIETY OF HARPER'S FERRY, VA. 
John Stubblefiel*?!, President. 

P^ke-P residents. 



VV illiam M^G uire. * 

Armistead Beckham. ..•»...!, 



.Edward Wager.. 
• Roger Humphreys. 



Managers. 

J ohn Strickland. •*»«**. .a. •...«•• 
George Malleory *.o. .,...«.. 

Philip Hoffman. a S9>« 

Martin Hartinan.....o..o. 

a) ohn Re son ...s.. •.»»>.•.■. •..»*».> 

Jacob Wark, Treflsi^rer, j ,....John P. M'Guire, Secretary. 

Life Subscribers. 

William M'Guire.,.,0 $20 00 j Roger Humphreys.......... $20 00 



.U....O Joiin Rockenbargi!. 

...Martin Bixtenbaugh, 

.....••.aa..*.J ames Clark« 
.ooc«..r».o.o Daniel Border. 



AUXILIARY SOCIETY OF FREDERICK COUNTY, VA. 
Nathaniel Bur well, President. 

ManafK^TS, 



Eev. Alexander Balmain 

ilev. William Hill. ....e«i>«.. ...... 

Eev. William Meade.. »». * 



Rev. George Reid- 

...•.•.«.. Hon. Robert White. 

.....Hon. Hugh Holmes, 



Obed Treasurer » j Augustine C. Smith, Secretary. 

List of Do7iations payable in Five Annual Instalments. 
Nathaniel Burwell.,...,..$500 00 John Kerfoot. $ 100 00 



Phillip Burweli.... 500 OO 

Rev. Vv illiam Meade 500 00 

Richard K. Meade. 500 00 
Oavid Meade. ..«.♦»• .81.9. 500 00 



James Sowers.. 100 00 

William Mitchell 100 00 

Robert Berkeley lOO 00 

James Davis,.»...9»e»o»».» JOO 00 
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'ohn Milton 500 00 

William Garnegy 500 00 

Hon. Hugh Hormes........ 20: 00 

Oliver Funston 200 00 

James Ship* 20o 00 

Susan Meade , 100 00 

Mary Meade.. 100 00 

Lucy Meade.. 100 00 

Rev. A. Bahnaiii 100 00 

Daniel Lee luO 00 

Mrs. Page, of Fd 100 00 

Mrs. JV orris 100 Oo 

William Hay, sen ii 0 00 

James M. HitCe 100 00 



Stephen DaviSw.. 100 00 

Judith Blackburn 100 00 

Rev. Wiliiain HilU... 50 00 

Hon. Robert White 50 00 

Obed Waite... 50 00 

Jamtes Baker.... •«......«. 50 00 

Edwiu'd Smith..,.. 50 00 

Joseph Fauntleroy.,...e.. 100 00 

Fielding Sowers 50 00 

P. Nelson...... Donation., 10 00 

Adam Botyon,.....do...., iO 00 

Mrs. Blackburn 100 00 

Mrs. J. Washing'ion* 20 00 



AUXILIARY SOCIETY OF LOUDON COUNTY, VA. 

John Mines, President, 

Vice-Presidents. 

Sydney Baily. 

..Johnson Ckveiaiid. 

» Burr Powell. 



Samuel Murray...... 

Ludwell Lee..... 

Israel Janney..... 

James Moore.. . ,^ ...«.,. 

Mahlon Taylor.. 

Samuel Nickols. ....,,....•».« 
Isaac Brown...... 



• • tt • 

» • « a 9 » 



James Heaton. 

William Ellzey. 

,.^,Wlliiam Nolaiid. 



Manas:ers. 

Asa Moore...... .....c. Presley CordelL 

>Iohn Rose.... a.. ...Ciiarles B. Ball. 

George Carter.......*..... | Stephen C. liozeiL 

Jacob Mcndenhall.............c... j .......o L. P W. Baku, 

R.H.Henderson, Treasurer.. <> \ ......Rich, H. Lee, Secretary. 

Life Subscribers. 

f Jcorge Carter % 30 00 | John Rose...., g 30 00 



.\UXiLiARY SOCIETY OF CHARLESTOWN, JEFFERSON 

COUNTY, VA. 

Dr. Samuel I. Cramer, President, 
Vice-Presidents. 



Bushr<?d C» Washington...... 

Adam Weaver.. ....o.... 

Henry S. Turner..; 



.,..John T, A. Washington. 
....George W. Humphreys. 
Nathaniel CraighilL 



*«•«<»< 



Managers^ 



Rev. Benjamin Allen 
Thomas Criggs, sen.. 



.«...«.. e . ^ f • »Sm9th Slaugriter. 

...... a. Wm. P. Craigliill. 

Robert Lewright. 



John Downey 

George F.Washington [ .......,.,,o.. ..Andrew Wood. 

John A. Washington j Dolphin Drew. 

William Little , »r j 't homas GriggSj jr. 

Charles Lowndes ] « ............tr 

Rob. Wovthington, Treasurer, \ John Marshall, Secretary. 
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AUXTUARY SOCIETY OF SHEPHERDSTOWN, VA. 
James S. Lane, President, 

Vice-P resident . » = * , , o . . . John Baker. 

Managers. 

.James Brown. 



T. V. Swearlngen, esq. 

Rev. B. Allen 

Abraham Sheph'3rd 



John Cookus, Treasurer. \ ..Rev. C. P. Kranth, Secretary, 



AUXILIARY SOCIETY OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, VA. 
Hon. Daniel Smith, President, 

Vice-Presidents. 

Dr. Peachy Harrison.......... j ...^ Rev. Daniel Baker. 

Major John Kenny | .Col. Sam» H. Lewis., 



Managers, 



Dr. Joseph Cravins...... 

Maj. Robert Grattan 

Capt. Sam^ Lynn 

Richard P. Fletcher. 

John S. Herring.......... 

Joseph Fawcett 



.Stephen Havkjsbargher. 
, George W. Harrison. 
James Hall. 
.Benjamin Lewis. 
.Alexander Hening. 
.Samuei Miller. 



David Steele, Treasurer, ^o,,. Dr. Peachy Harrison > o ^ • 

• ' iv i o u i oecretanes, 
...c* »«.«.«c...c...».. 9 \ James IVl. Bush ) 



AUXILIARY SOCIETY OF YORK, PENN. 
Jacob Barnitz, President. 

Vice-Presidents. 
George Barnitz..,.. j Jacob Eichelbergcr. 



Managers. 



Charles A. Barnitz. 
Andrew Cremer.... 



.Dr. William M^Ilvaine, 
,Rev. Charles A. Morris. 



John Schmidt, Treasurer,.,,,,, j ....John Gardiner, Secretary, 



SUBSCRIBERS IN HARTFORD, CONN. 



John T. Pet 20 00 

J. xM. Wainwright 1 00 

H. Huntingdon, for 3 years.. 3 00 

Michael Ball.......... 1 00 

S. Spencer, 2 years 2 00 

H. Hudson, 5 years $ 00 

Seth Terry, 3 years 3 00 

"William L. Stone.. e 1 00 

Simeon Lincoln.. • 1 00 

A. Sraitbj 3 years*..., ...... 3 00 



Silus Andrus.. ..a... ....... 1 00 

Henry Grew, 3 years.. ...... 3 00 

Mason F. Coggswell 5 00 

J. G. Norton 1 00 

J.W.Edwards, 2years..n.,, 2 00 

, John Sargent, 5 years,...,,. ». 5 00 

■ Asa Willey X 00 

A, Cht^mpior 5 00 

H.L.Ellsworth, 5 years...... 5 00 

John M. Gurinettte««...»ai>i) 1 00 
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AUXILIARY SOCIETY IN NEW-LONDON, VA. 
Rev. John Early, President. 

VicG'P residents. 
James Stephen, sen.. } ..•»CoL John Wall. 

Managers, 



Rev. Abiier Early. 
Dr. William Stiptoe. 



.Wiiiiam Ervine. 
,Wm. Langborne. 



Dr. Wiiiiam Austin.. j Nicholas Cobbs. 

Christopher Clarke 



AUXILIARY SOCIETY OF PRii\CE GEORGE'S COUNTY, MD. 

John Johnson, President. 

Fice-Presidevts, 
James R. Montgomery. «. { .....^ Dr. Joseph Kent. 

Managers. 



Dr. William Beanes..., 
William H. Lyles...... 

Thomas P. SoiDerville 
Robert W- Bowie...... 

Francis Magruder...., 

S?imuel Sprigg , 



«•««••••» 



...Francis M. Hall. 
...John Hodges, (ofThs>) 
...William Hebb. 
er.-George Calvert. 
...Richard W. West. 
...Charles HilL 



T. Tyler, Treasurer., j ....Edward Harvvood, Secretary'. 



AUXILIARY SOCIETY OF NORFOLK, VA. 
(No Report has yet been received from the Society.) 



AUXILIARY SOCIETY OF GREENSBOROUGH, N. C, 

George Swain, President, 

Vice-Presidents. 



David Worth..., 
Jacob Hubbard. 



.Jonathan Hadley. 
.Abel Coffin. 



Joseph Swain.. 
Obed Anthony. 
Reuben Swain. 
Job Worth 



Managers, 

...... Henry Ballinger^ 

...Sylvaniis Swain. 

Hermeiius Mendenhall. 



I e • • • « 



« s s s e 6 o i 



James Johnson, Treasurer.,. •» \ John M. Dick, Secretary. 



AUXILIARY SOCIETY OF CHAPEL-HILL, N. C. 
Rev. Joseph Caldwell, D. D. President. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Major P. Henderson. ..c.Wrn. M'Cauley -Robert R. King, 

Thomas .H.= Taylor^ Treasurer, \ ....(^William Hooksfj Secretary ^ 



At/XiLIARY SOCIETY OF FAYETTEVILLE; N. 
John Wenslow, President. 
Duncan M^Levan, Vice President. 
Managers, 



t t> e It • ft « 1 



iXv.v. Colin M 'I vcr. ..... 

Ahrabaiii Stevens o 

(j union Robins 

icsse B. Shephard ............ 

Jdmes Cameron, 
Rev. G. T. Bedell, 
Rev. W. D. Suodgrass 
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